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Welcome 
Alleluia!  Christ is risen!              
Christ is risen indeed! Alleluia! 

Hymn ELW 365   “Jesus Christ is Risen Today”      

1 Jesus Christ is ris'n today, Alleluia! 
 our triumphant holy day, Alleluia! 
 who did once upon the cross, Alleluia! 
 suffer to redeem our loss. Alleluia! 
 
2 Hymns of praise then let us sing, Alleluia! 
 unto Christ, our heav'nly king, Alleluia! 
 who endured the cross and grave, Alleluia! 
 sinners to redeem and save. Alleluia! 
 
3 But the pains which he endured, Alleluia! 
 our salvation have procured; Alleluia! 
 now above the sky he's king, Alleluia! 
 where the angels ever sing. Alleluia! 
 
4 Sing we to our God above, Alleluia! 
 praise eternal as his love; Alleluia! 
 praise him, all you heav'nly host, Alleluia! 
 Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Alleluia! 
ELW 365 Jesus Christ is Risen Today (Verses 1-4) ALCM thanks the 1,784 musicians who participated in making this virtual hymn. 
Permission is granted to use this virtual hymn recording at all times and in all places. All copyright restrictions are waived.  
 
Call to Worship 
 
This day is like every other day.  Alarm clocks beeped. Covers were removed.  Coffee was brewed. 
Weary bodies came to life.  And yet this day, is like no other day— For the sun rose, and we knew it 
was a miracle.  The tomb was empty, and they knew it was love.  So again and again we say—The 
longest night is over.  Death has lost its sting.  Jesus is among us.  Alleluia! Amen.  Again and again 
and again—Alleluia!  
Amen. 
 
Confession and Forgiveness 
 
Beloved Community, before God and one another, we confess: 
We have seen the sun rise and withheld our praise. 
We have seen our neighbor suffer and withheld our aid. 
We have seen love extended and chosen to walk away. 
We have seen divisions deepen and managed to remain unfazed. 
God hears us. God sees us. We are forgiven.  God’s love is like the sun.  No matter how lost we are 
in the night.  Day after day, the light will find us.  Rest easy. We are held in God’s warmth. 
Thanks be to God!  Alleluia!  Amen.  
 



Greeting 

The grace of our risen Lord, Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be 
with us all. 
Amen. 

Prayer of the Day 
 
Let us pray. 
There are a million ways that you speak to us, God of the garden and God of the empty tomb.  You 
speak to us in rituals, both formal and organic—In drops of water on foreheads, In vows said at the 
altar, Through pieces of bread dipped in ordinary wine, And through shared candlelight on Christmas 
Eve.  You speak to us in nature—Your artistry showing up in starry nights, In the smell of pine, In 
rushing water and in most every sunrise.  You speak to us through our relationships—The comfort of 
a loved one, The laughter of our friends, The security of those who support us and cheer us on. 
You speak to us in so many ways, and we are grateful for them all.  However today, we just need 
one. That would be enough.  So lean down and breathe life into these sacred texts.  We are craving 
to hear your word like never before.  We are craving to understand, to see ourselves in the story. 
We are craving proximity to you.  There are a million ways that you speak to us.  Today, we just need 
one.  With hearts full of gratitude we pray,  
Amen. 

Gospel: John 20:1-18 
1Early on the first day of the week, while it was still dark, Mary Magdalene came to the tomb and saw 
that the stone had been removed from the tomb. 2So she ran and went to Simon Peter and the other 
disciple, the one whom Jesus loved, and said to them, “They have taken the Lord out of the tomb, 
and we do not know where they have laid him.” 3Then Peter and the other disciple set out and went 
toward the tomb. 4The two were running together, but the other disciple outran Peter and reached the 
tomb first. 5He bent down to look in and saw the linen wrappings lying there, but he did not go 
in. 6Then Simon Peter came, following him, and went into the tomb. He saw the linen wrappings lying 
there, 7and the cloth that had been on Jesus’ head, not lying with the linen wrappings but rolled up in 
a place by itself. 8Then the other disciple, who reached the tomb first, also went in, and he saw and 
believed; 9for as yet they did not understand the scripture, that he must rise from the dead. 10Then the 
disciples returned to their homes. 11But Mary stood weeping outside the tomb. As she wept, she bent 
over to look into the tomb; 12and she saw two angels in white, sitting where the body of Jesus had 
been lying, one at the head and the other at the feet. 13They said to her, “Woman, why are you 
weeping?” She said to them, “They have taken away my Lord, and I do not know where they have 
laid him.” 14When she had said this, she turned around and saw Jesus standing there, but she did not 
know that it was Jesus. 15Jesus said to her, “Woman, why are you weeping? Whom are you looking 
for?” Supposing him to be the gardener, she said to him, “Sir, if you have carried him away, tell me 
where you have laid him, and I will take him away.” 16Jesus said to her, “Mary!” She turned and said 
to him in Hebrew, “Rabbouni!” (which means Teacher). 17Jesus said to her, “Do not hold on to me, 
because I have not yet ascended to the Father. But go to my brothers and say to them, ‘I am 
ascending to my Father and your Father, to my God and your God.’ ” 18Mary Magdalene went and 
announced to the disciples, “I have seen the Lord”; and she told them that he had said these things to 
her. 
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Hymn ELW 377   “Alleluia!  Jesus is Risen”     

1 Alleluia! Jesus is risen! 
 Trumpets resounding in glorious light! 
 Splendor, the Lamb, heaven forever! 
 Oh, what a miracle God has in sight! 
 
Refrain 
 Jesus is risen and we shall arise. 
 Give God the glory! Alleluia! 
 
2 Walking the way, Christ in the center 
 telling the story to open our eyes; 
 breaking our bread, giving us glory: 
 Jesus our blessing, our constant surprise.  Refrain 
 
3 Jesus the vine, we are the branches; 
 life in the Spirit the fruit of the tree; 
 heaven to earth, Christ to the people, 
 gift of the future now flowing to me.  Refrain 
 
4 Weeping, be gone; sorrow, be silent: 
 death put asunder, and Easter is bright. 
 Cherubim sing: O grave, be open! 
 Clothe us in wonder, adorn us in light.  Refrain 
 
5 City of God, Easter forever, 
 golden Jerusalem, Jesus the Lamb, 
 river of life, saints and archangels, 
 sing with creation to God the I AM!  Refrain 
ELW 377 Alleluia! Jesus Is Risen! (Verses 1-5) Text: Herbert F. Brokering © 1995 Augsburg Fortress;  Music: David N. Johnson © 
1969 Contemporary Worship, admin by Augsburg Fortress onelicense.net song #01600 

Affirmation of Faith 
We know the fear of the upper room.  We know the feeling of hard days and long nights.  We know 
the grief of the tomb, and the particular ache of saying goodbye.  We know the pain of Good Friday, 
and we know the darkness before dawn. And still, and still, we believe.  We believe that again and 
again, the sun will rise. Again and again, God will draw near.  Again and again, we will march toward 
justice.  Again and again, the tomb will be empty.  Again and again, love will win.  Again and again, 
God will lead the church.  Again and again, and again and again, we will be loved.  The journey will 
not be perfect.  We will need to rise before dawn.  We will need angels along the way.  But again and 
again, the sun will rise.  We believe.  
Amen. 
 
Prayers of God’s People 

Let us rejoice and be glad on this festival of the resurrection of our Lord, offering our prayers to God 
for all in any need, concluding each petition with the Easter response “Christ is risen indeed.” 

We praise you for the gift of the global church and for all the baptized around the world. And we pray 
that you send the Spirit of the resurrection into every assembly of the baptized. Give us joy in one 
another and hope in the face of sorrow, for Christ is risen: 
Christ is risen indeed. 



We praise you for the times of peace and freedom that you have granted to us. And we pray for 
everyone who suffers from yet more violence, from prejudice and injustice, from oppression and 
poverty. Bring an end to wars and tyrannical rule throughout the world, for Christ is risen: 
Christ is risen indeed. 

We praise you for the food that you provide and for the promise of an everlasting feast for all peoples. 
And we pray for and end to hunger, that all people may be fed.  Show us how to meet the needs of 
the hungry in our world, for Christ is risen: 
Christ is risen indeed. 

We praise you for the availability of vaccines. And we pray for everyone who is still contracting the 
coronavirus, for healthcare and frontline workers, and for all who have lost family, friends, and 
livelihood. Restore health throughout the world, for Christ is risen: 
Christ is risen indeed. 

We praise you for each day of health and well-being. And we pray for everyone who suffers from 
illness of any kind, for those who today will die, and for those we name here before you:  

Kyle (Adlon), Rusty (Allen), Lindsay (A), Trudy (Berkhahn), Nancy (Bontempo), Shirley (Brandt), 
John (Breider), Karen & Del (Brewer), Dennis (Buckingham), Eugene (Clark), Danielle (Davis), 
Mike (Grainger), Ruth (Grainger), Larry (Hopp), Terry (Kinney), Jean (Klansky), Ellie (Krull), Judy 
(Larson), Natalie (Markham), Francine (Meyer), Ken (Overland), Jodi (P), Elaine (Roalkvan), 
Matthew (Roque), Alice (Roque-Angermeier), Troy, Deanna, Lexi, & Laci (Schiesser), Eric 
(Thorson), Dorothy (Twiton), Kari (Uetz), Dawn (Vos), Aubrey (W), Jeanine, and the family of 
Cindy Kinney.   

Accompany all who face troubles and sorrows, for Christ is risen: 
Christ is risen indeed. 

We praise you for the presence of the risen Christ among us and for the witness of all who have died 
in the faith.  And we pray that at the end of all things you raise us with all the saints to rejoice in your 
presence forever, for Christ is risen: 
Christ is risen indeed. 

In thanksgiving for the new life of the resurrection, we raise these prayers to you, trusting in your 
never-ending goodness and mercy; through Jesus Christ. our Savior and Lord. 
Amen.  

Lord’s Prayer 

Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us: 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done on 
earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses as we 
forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from 
evil. For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. 
Amen.                                               

Blessing and Sending  

May our glorious God grant us a spirit of wisdom to know and to love the risen Christ.  The God of 
life, Father, + Son and Holy Spirit, bless us now and forever. 
Amen.                      
Alleluia. Christ is Risen. 
Christ is Risen indeed. Alleluia. 



Go in peace and share the Good News.                   
Thanks be to God…and WE WILL!!! 

Hymn ELW 367   “Now All the Vault of Heaven Resounds”     

1 Now all the vault of heav'n resounds 
 in praise of love that still abounds: 
 "Christ has triumphed! He is living!" 
 Sing, choirs of angels, loud and clear! 
 Repeat their song of glory here: 
 "Christ has triumphed! He is living!" 
 Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia! 
 
2 Eternal is the gift he brings, 
 therefore our heart with rapture sings: 
 "Christ has triumphed! He is living!" 
 Now still he comes to give us life 
 and by his presence stills all strife. 
 "Christ has triumphed! He is living!" 
 Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia! 
 
3 Oh, fill us, Lord, with dauntless love; 
 set heart and will on things above 
 that we conquer through your triumph; 
 grant grace sufficient for life's day 
 that by our lives we truly say: 
 "Christ has triumphed! He is living!" 
 Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia! 
 
4 Adoring praises now we bring 
 and with the heav'nly blessed sing: 
 "Christ has triumphed! Alleluia!" 
 Be to the Father, and our Lord, 
 to Spirit blest, most holy God, 
 all the glory, never ending! 
 Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia! 
ELW 367 Now All the Vault of Heaven Resounds (Verses 1-4) Text: Paul Z. Strodach, ©1958 service book and hymnal, admin by 
Augsburg Fortress; Music: Geistliche Kirchengesänge, Köln 

 


