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Welcome and Announcements

Prelude “He Touched Me” Peggy Odegaard
By William Gaithersburg

Greeting

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with us
all.
Amen.

Prayer of the Day
Let us pray.

Holy God, creator of light and giver of goodness, your voice moves over the waters. Immerse us in
your grace, and transform us by your Spirit, that we may follow after your Son, Jesus Christ, our
Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
Amen.

First Reading: Genesis 1:1-5

'In the beginning when God created the heavens and the earth, *the earth was a formless void and
darkness covered the face of the deep, while a wind from God swept over the face of the

waters. *Then God said, “Let there be light”; and there was light. *And God saw that the light was
good; and God separated the light from the darkness. °God called the light Day, and the darkness
God called Night. And there was evening and there was morning, the first day.

Psalm 29

'Ascribe to the LORD, you gods,

ascribe to the LORD glory and strength.

Ascribe to the LORD the glory due God’s name;

worship the LORD in the beauty of holiness.

*The voice of the LORD is upon the waters; the God of glory thunders;
the LORD is upon the mighty waters.

*The voice of the LORD is a powerful voice;

the voice of the LORD is a voice of splendor.

°The voice of the LORD breaks the cedar trees;

the LORD breaks the cedars of Lebanon;

®the LORD makes Lebanon skip like a calf,

and Mount Hermon like a young wild ox.

"The voice of the LORD

bursts forth in lightning flashes.

The voice of the LORD shakes the wilderness;

the LORD shakes the wilderness of Kadesh

The voice of the LORD makes the oak trees writhe and strips the forests bare.
And in the temple of the LORD all are crying, “Glory!”

'®The LORD sits enthroned above the flood;

the LORD sits enthroned as king forevermore.



"0 LORD, give strength to your people;
give them, O LORD, the blessings of peace.

Second Reading: Acts 19:1-7

'While Apollos was in Corinth, Paul passed through the interior regions and came to Ephesus, where
he found some disciples. *He said to them, “Did you receive the Holy Spirit when you became
believers?” They replied, “No, we have not even heard that there is a Holy Spirit.” *Then Paul said,
“Into what then were you baptized?” They answered, “Into John’s baptism.” “Paul said, “John
baptized with the baptism of repentance, telling the people to believe in the one who was to come
after him, that is, in Jesus.” >°On hearing this, they were baptized in the name of the Lord

Jesus. ®*When Paul had laid his hands on them, the Holy Spirit came upon them, and they spoke in
tongues and prophesied—"altogether there were about twelve of them.

Gospel: Mark 1:4-11

*John the baptizer appeared in the wilderness, proclaiming a baptism of repentance for the
forgiveness of sins. >And people from the whole Judean countryside and all the people of Jerusalem
were going out to him, and were baptized by him in the river Jordan, confessing their sins. ®Now John
was clothed with camel’s hair, with a leather belt around his waist, and he ate locusts and wild

honey. "He proclaimed, “After me the one who is more powerful than | is coming; the thong of whose
sandals | am not worthy to stoop down and untie. ®| have baptized you with water; but the one who is
coming will baptize you with the Holy Spirit.”

® In those days Jesus came from Nazareth of Galilee and was baptized by John in the Jordan. '°And
just as Jesus was coming up out of the water, he saw the heavens torn apart and the Spirit
descending like a dove on him. "'And a voice came from heaven, “You are my Son, the Beloved; with
you | am well pleased.”

God’s Word for Today Pastor Beth Macha
Hymn ELW 456 “Baptized In Water”

1 Baptized in water, sealed by the Spirit,
cleansed by the blood of Christ our king:
heirs of salvation, trusting his promise,
faithfully now God's praise we sing.

2 Baptized in water, sealed by the Spirit,
dead in the tomb with Christ our king:
one with his rising, freed and forgiven,
thankfully now God's praise we sing.

3 Baptized in water, sealed by the Spirit,
marked with the sign of Christ our king:
born of the Spirit, we are God's children;
joyfully now God's praise we sing.

Text: Michael Saward; Music: © 1982 The Jubilate Group (admin. By Hope Publishing Company) CCLI Song #2700434

Prayers of God’s People

On this Sunday of the baptism of our Lord, let us offer our prayers for all in need, responding to each
petition with words from today’s psalm, “Give us your blessings of peace.”



For the worldwide church; for those who serve in the church in local congregations; for all who will be
baptized this year; and for their godparents and sponsors: that the Holy Spirit will empower all the
faithful for lives of service, let us pray. O God, give strength to your people. Give us your blessings
of peace.

For the waters of the earth; for the seas, the lakes, the rivers; for the wells that provide drinking water;
and for the water that is piped into our homes: that God provide clean and nourishing water for all
living things, let us pray. O God, give strength to your people. Give us your blessings of peace.

For the nations of the world and their leaders; for the United States in the midst of civil unrest and
turmoil; for our elected leaders and their families; for police officers; for peacemakers; and for the
health of relationships with other nations: that God fill us with courage and strength for these days, let
us pray. O God, give strength to your people. Give us your blessings of peace.

For our nation facing the evil of racism; for those lured by hatred and violence; for all dealing with new
and lasting trauma; for prophets who proclaim uncomfortable truths: that as your beloved creation,
God inspire all people to work for the harmonious well-being of others. O God, give strength to your
people. Give us your blessings of peace.

For students; for teachers and school administrators; for parents assisting their children in home
schooling; and for young people who are finding a way toward graduation: that as the academic year
resumes, God give resilience to everyone in the search for education, let us pray. O God, give
strength to your people. Give us your blessings of peace.

For all who are in trouble, want, or sickness; for the countless who are suffering with COVID-19; for
medical workers; for people who are hungry or homeless, imprisoned or lonely; and for those we
name here:

Rusty (Allen), Riley (A), Lindsay (A), Trudy (Berkhahn), Nancy (Bontempo), Shirley (Brandt), John
(Breider), Karen & Del (Brewer), Dennis (Buckingham), Eugene (Clark), Danielle (Davis), Mike
(Grainger), Ruth (Grainger), Joanne (Huhta), Cindy & Terry (Kinney), Ellie (Krull), Judy (Larson),
Natalie (Markham), Janet (Mettelmann) Francine (Meyer), Ken (Overland), Jodi (P), Mary Lee
(Riddle), Elaine (Roalkvan), Matthew (Roque), Alice (Roque-Angermeier), Troy, Deanna, Lexi, &
Laci (Schiesser), Eric (Thorson), Dorothy (Twiton), Kari (Uetz), Aubrey (W), Judy (Willacker),
Jeanine, and the family and friends of Barbara Gosser, who entered into the loving arms of her
Heavenly Father this past week, that God grant healing and wholeness to a world so filled with pain,
let us pray. O God, give strength to your people. Give us your blessings of peace.

For ourselves: that we rejoice in our adoption as members of God’s family, and that now in this
silence we bring to God our heart’s requests, let us pray. O God, give strength to your people.
Give us your blessings of peace.

In gratitude for our beloved ones who have gone before us, we offer our praise for all the baptized
who have accompanied us and supported us and taught us throughout our days; that at our end we
join with them in everlasting joy, let us pray. O God, give strength to your people. Give us your
blessings of peace.

Almighty and most merciful God, you are the mighty Voice from heaven, you are our beloved Savior,
you are the descending Dove. We give you thanks for all your goodness and tender mercies, and we
ask you to accept our prayers for the sake of your mercy, today and forever.

Amen.

Lord’s Prayer

Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us:



Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done on
earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses as we
forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from
evil. For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever.

Amen.

Blessing and Sending

God the creator strengthen you;

Jesus the beloved fill you;

and the Holy Spirit the comforter + keep you in peace.
Amen.

Beloved ones of God, go in peace to love and serve the Lord.

Thanks be to God...and we will !!!

Hymn ELW 543 “Go My Children With My Blessing”

1 “Go, my children, with my blessing, never alone.
Waking, sleeping, | am with you, you are my own.
In my love’s baptismal river
| have made you mine forever.
Go, my children, with my blessing, you are my own.”

2 “Go, my children, sins forgiven, at peace and pure.
Here you learned how much | love you, what | can cure.
Here you heard my dear Son’s story,
here you touched him, saw his glory.

Go, my children, sins forgiven, at peace and pure.”

3 “Go, my children, fed and nourished, closer to me.
Grow in love and love by serving, joyful and free.
Here my Spirit’s power filled you,
here my tender comfort stilled you.
Go, my children, fed and nourished, joyful and free.”

Text: Jaroslav J. Vajda Music: Welsh Traditional, arr. Ralph Vaughn Williams; Tex: © 1983 Concordia Publishing; Music: © arranged by
Oxford University Press; onelicense.net song #110843



