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Pastor David Raben 
Welcome and Announcements  
 
Prelude “ Jesus Keep Me Near the Cross”                    Peggy Odegaard                        

By William Doanne Arr. Lawrence Grant 

Greeting 
 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with us 
all.  Amen. 

Prayer of the Day 

Let us pray. 

O God of justice and love, you illumine our way through life with the words of your Son. Give us the 
light we need, and awaken us to the needs of others, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 
Amen. 
 
First Reading:  Amos 5:18-24 
18Alas for you who desire the day of the LORD! 
Why do you want the day of the LORD? 
It is darkness, not light; 
19as if someone fled from a lion, and was met by a bear; 
or went into the house and rested a hand against the wall, 
and was bitten by a snake. 
20Is not the day of the LORD darkness, not light, 
and gloom with no brightness in it? 
21I hate, I despise your festivals, 
and I take no delight in your solemn assemblies. 
22Even though you offer me your burnt offerings and grain offerings, 
I will not accept them; 
and the offerings of well-being of your fatted animals 
I will not look upon. 
23Take away from me the noise of your songs; 
I will not listen to the melody of your harps. 
24But let justice roll down like waters, 
and righteousness like an ever-flowing stream. 

Psalm 70 
1Be pleased, O God, to deliver me; 
O LORD, make haste to help me. 
2Let those who seek my life be put to shame and confounded; 
let those who take pleasure in my misfortune draw back and be disgraced. 
3Let those who say to me “Aha!” and gloat over me 
turn back because of their shame. 
4Let all who seek you rejoice and be glad in you; 
let those who love your salvation say forever, “Great is the LORD!” 



5But as for me, I am poor and needy; come to me quickly, O God. 
You are my helper and my deliverer; O Lord, do not tarry. 

Second Reading: 1 Thessalonians 4:13-18 
13We do not want you to be uninformed, brothers and sisters, about those who have died, so that you 
may not grieve as others do who have no hope. 14For since we believe that Jesus died and rose 
again, even so, through Jesus, God will bring with him those who have died. 15For this we declare to 
you by the word of the Lord, that we who are alive, who are left until the coming of the Lord, will by no 
means precede those who have died. 16For that very Lord, with a cry of command, with the 
archangel’s call and with the sound of God’s trumpet, will descend from heaven, and the dead in 
Christ will rise first. 17Then we who are alive, who are left, will be caught up in the clouds together with 
them to meet the Lord in the air; and so we will be with the Lord forever.18Therefore encourage one 
another with these words.  

Gospel: Matthew 25:1-13 

[Jesus said to the disciples:] 1“Then the kingdom of heaven will be like this. Ten bridesmaids took 
their lamps and went to meet the bridegroom. 2Five of them were foolish, and five were wise. 3When 
the foolish took their lamps, they took no oil with them; 4but the wise took flasks of oil with their 
lamps. 5As the bridegroom was delayed, all of them became drowsy and slept. 6But at midnight there 
was a shout, ‘Look! Here is the bridegroom! Come out to meet him.’ 7Then all those bridesmaids got 
up and trimmed their lamps. 8The foolish said to the wise, ‘Give us some of your oil, for our lamps are 
going out.’ 9But the wise replied, ‘No! there will not be enough for you and for us; you had better go to 
the dealers and buy some for yourselves.’ 10And while they went to buy it, the bridegroom came, and 
those who were ready went with him into the wedding banquet; and the door was shut. 11Later the 
other bridesmaids came also, saying, ‘Lord, lord, open to us.’ 12But he replied, ‘Truly I tell you, I do 
not know you.’ 13Keep awake therefore, for you know neither the day nor the hour.” 
 
God’s Word for Today                                                                 Pastor David Raben 

Hymn ELW 244    “Rejoice, Rejoice, Believers”    
 
1 Rejoice, rejoice, believers, 
 and let your lights appear; 
 the evening is advancing, 
 and darker night is near. 
 The bridegroom is arising 
 and soon is drawing nigh. 
 Up, pray and watch and wrestle; 
 at midnight comes the cry. 
 
2 The watchers on the mountain 
 proclaim the bridegroom near; 
 go forth as he approaches 
 with alleluias clear. 
 The marriage feast is waiting; 
 the gates wide open stand. 
 Arise, O heirs of glory; 
 the bridegroom is at hand. 
 
3 The saints, who here in patience 
 their cross and suff'rings bore, 



 shall live and reign forever 
 when sorrow is no more. 
 Around the throne of glory 
 the Lamb they shall behold; 
 in triumph cast before him 
 their diadems of gold. 
 
4 Our hope and expectation, 
 O Jesus, now appear; 
 arise, O Sun so longed for, 
 o'er this benighted sphere. 
 With hearts and hands uplifted, 
 we plead, O Lord, to see 
 the day of earth's redemption 
 that sets your people free! 
 
Text: Laurentius Laurenti translated by Sarah Findlater; Music: Swedish Folk Tune; Public Domain, CCLI Song 
#258992 
 
Prayers of God’s People 

Longing for Christ’s reign to come among us, we pray for God’s power to come upon the church, the 
world, and all in need, responding to each petition with words “Hear our prayer”. 

Holy God, rouse us to prayer and praise, both when we gather for worship and when we cannot. 
Sustain all those who help us to worship at this time.  Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.  

Holy Creator, delight us with the autumn beauty of your earth. At this change of seasons, give the 
animals what they need for survival.  Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.  

Holy Peacemaker, give peace to our conflicted nation. Quell all attempts at violence and halt the 
desire for retribution. Cure our nation from prejudice of every kind. Teach us how to abide together as 
one diverse people. Restore families and friendships torn apart by political differences.  Lord, in your 
mercy, hear our prayer.  

Holy Sovereign, grant that all newly elected officials of government will work faithfully for the common 
good. Give them wisdom, honesty, and humility. Illumine their convictions with a spirit of cooperation. 
Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.  

Holy Protector, bless the observance of Veterans Day. Bring armistice to areas of conflict and keep 
safe the military who serve in harm’s way. Give to all the armed forces a dedication to defend the 
common good. Heal the wounds, both physical and emotional, experienced by active and retired 
service members.  Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.  

Holy Healer, bring health and wholeness to those who are sick, those who live with chronic pain, and 
the thousands who daily contract COVID-19. Console those who feel lonely or abandoned. Protect 
those living in resettlement camps. Uphold medical care workers in every area of the world. Comfort 
and care for those whom we name before you now: 

Rusty (Allen), Riley (A), Lindsay (A), Trudy (Berkhahn), Nancy (Bontempo), Shirley (Brandt), 
Evelyn (Breider), John (Breider), Karen & Del (Brewer), Dennis (Buckingham), Eugene (Clark), 
Danielle (Davis), Mike (Grainger), Ruth (Grainger), Joanne (Huhta), Cindy & Terry (Kinney), Ellie 
(Krull), Judy (Larson), Natalie (Markham), Janet & Roger (Mettelmann) Francine (Meyer), Ken 
(Overland), Jodi (P), Mary Lee (Riddle), Elaine (Roalkvan), Matthew (Roque), Alice (Roque-



Angermeier), Troy, Deanna, Lexi, & Laci (Schiesser), Eric (Thorson), Dorothy (Twiton), Kari (Uetz), 
Aubrey (W), Laddie (Watson), Judy (Willacker), Judy (Zeitler), Julie (Zeitler), and Jeanine.   Lord, 
in your mercy, hear our prayer.  

Holy and immortal One, we remember before you all who have died in the faith, especially members 
of the military and the civilians who died in armed conflicts.  At the end, bring us with them to be with 
our Lord forever. Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.  

Into your hands, gracious God, we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in your mercy; through 
Jesus Christ, our Lord and Savior. Amen. 

Lord’s Prayer                          

God, in heaven and on earth; In the sure and certain hope that nothing can separate us from your 
love, hear us as we pray the prayer Jesus taught us: 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done on 
earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses as we 
forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from 
evil. For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. 
Amen.                                               
 
Blessing and Sending 

May the God of all creation, in whose image we are made, who claims us and calls us beloved, 
who strengthens us for service, give you reason to rejoice and be glad!  

The blessing of God, Sovereign, ☩ Savior, and Spirit, be with you today and always. 
Amen. 

Dismissal 
Seek the counsel of Holy wisdom: keep awake, and keep watch! 
Go in peace to love and serve the Lord. 
Thanks be to God…and we will !!! 
 

Hymn ELW 439     “Soon and Very Soon”     

1. Soon and very soon we are going to see the king. 
Soon and very soon we are going to see the king. 
Soon and very soon we are going to see the king. 
Hallelujah hallelujah we are going to see the king. 
 

2. No more cryin’ there we are going to see the king. 
No more cryin’ there we are going to see the king. 
No more cryin’ there we are going to see the king. 
Hallelujah hallelujah we are going to see the king. 
 

      3. No more dyin’ there we are going to see the king 
No more dyin’ there we are going to see the king 
No more dyin’ there we are going to see the king 

 Hallelujah hallelujah we are going to see the king. 
 



      4.  Soon and very soon we are going to see the king. 
            Soon and very soon we are going to see the king. 
            Soon and very soon we are going to see the king.  
  Hallelujah, Hallelujah, Hallelujah, Hallelujah. 
 
Text & Music: Andrae Crouch (c)1976 Bud John Songs, Inc/Couch Music, admin EMI Christian Music Publishing CCLI 
Song #11249 
 
 


