
 From Vicar Trent 

 

Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ, 

 

“Lead, follow, or get out of the way.”  
Those were the words written on the 
wall of the classroom where my father 
taught high school vocal music.  Those 
words were fitting for my father.  He 
was more than a music teacher to many 
of his students.  He was a father figure as he taught them as much about life as he did 
music.  He took the time to get to know his students as individuals and he encouraged 
them to grow to be who they were meant to be: patient, kind, and caring young  
people.  Within that collective group, there were leaders and there were followers.  
Somewhere in between, there were those who were lost, and those who were  
struggling to know who they were.   

 
Whether it was a difficult family situation or just the awkwardness of being a  
teenager, the students on the margins were the ones that my father especially had a 
soft spot for.  He frequently would offer a listening ear that would bridge the gap 
when young people felt like they were not heard by their parents or misunderstood 
by their peers.  As a choir director, my father was a good leader because he had fol-
lowers who believed in him and trusted his guidance.  His choirs sang beautifully  
because they sang together as one voice.  Choir members respected and listened to 
one another because they felt listened to and respected.  My father’s leadership 
helped his students understand what it meant to be a part of something greater  
rather than just a collection of individuals.   

 

As we look to Epiphany and the weeks to follow, I can’t help but be drawn once again 
to the mantra on the wall of my father’s classroom.  We will hear about Jesus calling 
his first disciples, asking them to “follow me”.  We will hear about those fishermen 
who dropped their nets to follow him to become fishers of men.  We will also hear 
about Phillip who, as a follower of Jesus, becomes a leader by inviting Nathaniel to 
“come and see” when Nathaniel doubts that anything “good” could come out of  
Nazareth.  We will also hear about spiritual conflict where an unclean spirit enslaves a 
man and acts as a stumbling block to faith.  Even the unclean spirit follows the  
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 Sunday morning  
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eon to follow 

 Men’s Text Study & Break-

fast 8 AM Wednesdays 
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Tuesday at 1 PM 

 W-ELCA: No women’s 

meeting this month  

 No quilting for LWR this 

month 

 Church Council Monday 

January 15th at 6 PM 

 Annual reports due to 

office by Friday Jan 5th 
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command of Jesus to come out of the man.  Through 
these scenes, we begin to understand the authority of Je-
sus as one born to lead those who follow him out of death 
into new life in him.  Jesus was a relational leader, desiring 
to know and walk alongside others during his life on earth.  
This is the same Jesus who came to Galilee proclaiming 
the Good News of God, and saying, “The time is fulfilled, 
and the kingdom of God has come near; repent, and 
 believe in the good news.” (Mark 1:14b-15) 

 

Who are we?  Are we leaders or are we followers?  Or, in 
our actions or inaction, do we sometimes just get in the 
way of this new thing God has done in Jesus Christ?  If we 
are being honest, we most likely would say that we have 
been in all three roles at some point in our lives.  As we 
move into 2018, I would like to lift up the role of follower.  
With each year, new opportunities arise for us to follow 
Jesus as living witnesses to God’s love for us.  Sometimes, 
we Lutherans have been accused of being too quiet about 
our faith.  Now is not the time to be quiet.  We need take 

the opportunity to talk to our families and friends about 
what we believe and why.  We need to take the oppor-
tunity to talk to our neighbors.  We need to take the op-
portunity to start conversations with genuine love and 
respect for others in mind.  We need to take the oppor-
tunity to be fully present by listening and learning togeth-
er with those who are different from us.  We need take 
the opportunity to deepen the conversation and trust that 
the Holy Spirit will lead and guide us to something new 
and life giving.  The kingdom of God is here now.  Let us 
follow Jesus into this new way of being in the world and 
take the opportunity to invite others to join us along the 
way.  

 

Peace and Blessings, 

 

Vicar Trent 

How marvelous God's greatness, how glorious God's might! To this the world bears witness in wonders day and 

night: in form of flower and snowflake, in morn’s resplendent birth, in afterglow at evening, in sky and sea and earth. 

 

The starry hosts are singing through all the light-strewn sky of God’s majestic temple and palace courts on high; 

when in these outer chambers such glory gilds the night, oh, what transcendent brightness is God’s  eternal light! 

-TEXT: Valdimar Briem (1848-1930) ELW # 830 

Worship Assistants for January 

  Ushers    Communion Assistants         Acolytes  Reader 
January 7th John Melland, John Breider John Melland   ??    ?? 
January 14th  ??    x   ??  Roy Jilburg 
January 21st  ??    ?????   ??    ?? 
January 28th  ??    X   ??  Roy Jilburg 



Birthdays for January 

Jan 1st        Ed Stawikowski 
Jan 3rd        Matt O’Hern 
  Glen Magrane 
Jan 4th        Elsie Wagner 
Jan 10th       Justine O’Hern 
Jan 12th       Vicki Hannemann 
         Roberta Roalkvan 
Jan 18th  Mathilde Hannemann 
Jan 19th      Mary Verken 

Jan 20th       Nolan Schultz 
Jan 22nd      Sharon Albert 
Jan 24th       Dick Wagner 
Jan 26th       Betty Livingston 
Jan 30th       Marla Vogel 

 
Anniversaries for January  
 None on record this month 

 
  

Brianna (A), Lindsay (A), Hope (Anderson), Alice (Angermeier), Violet and 
Glenn (Babcock), Cathy (Baierl), Gerry and Pat (Barlament), Brian (B), Don 
(Berns), Carol (Bockhop), Shirley (Brandt), Del (Brewer), Dennis (Buckingham),  
Eugene and Joan (Clark), Lucille (Duske), Jon (D), Marian (Dietrich), Mike and 
Cyndi (Frea), Kathleen (F), Jodi (G), Ruth (Grainger), Renee (Huehns), Kurt 
(Hibbard), Debby (Jones), Jeff (Kahl), Scott (Keyser), Cindy (Kinney), Tom 
(Kostichka), Ellie (Krull), Nate (L), Bill (Lawson), Ali (M), Ted (Morrison), Jackie 
(P), Barbara (Reaugh), Elaine (Roalkvan), Matthew (Rocque), Tom (S), Lexi and 
Laci (Schiesser), Shanna (Schmitz), Jan (Shusta), Amy (Sperber), Alberta 
(Streckert), Christopher, Jody, Jace, and Claire.     

Prayers for Our Church Family 

Birthdays and Other Celebrations– January 2017 
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 A great opportunity to serve your church ; Help us to make 
important decisions concerning church business;  Get to 
know church council members and be part of the team 

 

The following positions are open for the 2018 
Church Council. If you are interested in filling any-
one of these, please notify anyone on the Nominating 
Committee. They are John Breider, Linda Kohn and 
Jim Vogel. Church Council meets every 3rd Monday 
at 6:00 PM at the church. Meetings typically last one 

and one half hours. 

 

The positions that are open are Vice President (2yrs), 
Secretary (2yrs), Property Trustee (3yrs), Evangelism 
Deacon (3yrs), Education Deacon (3yrs) and 

Nominating Committee (1 & 2yrs). 

Thank you, Nominating Committee 

 FAMILY TIME ACTIVITIES 

 Mealtimes offer wonderful opportunities for sharing, connection, 
hospitality, and value formation - but these things do not come 
automatically! Consider these steps to make the most of your 
mealtimes:  
• When you eat, turn off the TV and other forms of media.  
• Try not to worry about accidental messes. Focus on the bigger  
picture – time together with one another.  
• Avoid using this time to raise issues or being critical. Encourage  
affirmation, sharing of news and ideas, and other positive commu-
nication.  
 

THRIVENT MEMBERS:   To make better use of funds available for 
Action Teams, it would be helpful to have a list of Thrivent mem-
bers.  Each member can apply for two grants a year, which gives us 
seed money for fund raisers and church projects.   You can contact 

Deb Grunwald at (920) 619-1600. 



Most of us think of the Small Catechism as something to be memorized that teaches us how to understand life with 
God and other people. And it is that. But what if we put a more active spin on the catechism? What if we looked to it to 
inspire concrete actions we might take, thereby expressing its wisdom in positive deeds, not just words? That’s what 
we will explore here. (If you don’t have a Small Catechism handy, it is included in Evangelical Lutheran Worship, pages 
1160–67, or it can be ordered from augsburgfortress.org.) 
 
The Small Catechism has six chief parts: 
• The Ten Commandments 
• The Apostles’ Creed 
• The Lord’s Prayer 
• Holy Baptism 
• Confession 
 Holy Communion, or the Sacrament of the Altar 
 
Of those, the last three are in a different category, more purely gifts of God and perhaps less adaptable to being spun 
out in deeds of service. So we will focus on the first three. Where might each of those lead us? Please keep in mind 
that this isn’t meant to be an exhaustive list but rather something to seed your own imagination. 
 

The Apostles’ Creed 
This ancient confession of who we understand God to be is divided into three parts, or articles, each highlighting a 
different aspect of God’s work on our behalf. And each can suggest different sorts of learnings and activities. 
 
 First Article—God the Father—On Creation 
Organize or take part in activities to clean up your local environment, such as picking up trash along nearby water-
ways. Are there organizations working to reclaim good food that restaurants and stores no longer want? If so, get  
involved! If not, how can you help start such a project? Watch for signs that vulnerable neighbors need help getting 
proper health care—a ride to the doctor, even maybe staying with them during the appointment, can be life-saving. 
 
 Second Article—Jesus Christ—On Redemption 
Once we leave the worship space at church and move into the adult forum classroom, we may often encounter topics 
such as recycling or the latest fiction, but more rarely learning experiences around redemption or salvation. Don’t for-
get to provide opportunities for interested people (from within or without) to find out more about Christ’s work.  
David Lose’s Making Sense of the Cross (Augsburg Fortress) is one among many good resources. 
 
  Third Article—the Holy Spirit—On Being Made Holy 
The Holy Spirit gathers, but we are welcome to lend a hand. Take the pulse of your neighborhood— 
what sorts of social events might appeal to that population? What might they fear from coming to a church? How can 
you help them to overcome those fears? The object is not to trick people, simply to welcome them. 

Living out Luther’s Small Catechism—The Apostles’ Creed 
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Kid’s Corner 
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Reflecting the Light 

January 6 has a special name: 

Epiphany. The word epiphany 

means to “show forth” or “shine.” 

On Epiphany we hear the story of 

the magi. (You can read it in 

Matthew 2:1-12.) The magi were 

wise people who studied the skies 

and saw a bright star shining in 

the sky. They followed it to find 

the child that God had sent to be 

a special leader. Prophets had 

said this leader would be like a 

light shining in the darkness, 

showing people God’s way.  

     The magi didn’t belong to the 

same community or country as 

Jesus did, but they saw the star 

and believed it was announcing 

something important. They pre-

sented their gifts to Jesus; then 

they went back to their home-

land. That was the start of the 

light of God’s love spreading out 

to all people.  

     Try some of these activities 

from Kids-Science-

Experiments.com. What do you 

learn about light, about how it 

shines, and about how it can be 

reflected? 

 

Epiphany January 6th 

Seeing Shadows 

What happens when light hits an object? The light will either pass through it, be absorbed by it, or bounce off it. You will need paper, a pencil, and a watch.  

1.  Go outside on a really nice sunny day. 

2.  Find a sunny spot to stand. Find an open area where there are no objects such as buildings or trees. 

3.  Locate the position of the sun in the sky and turn away from it so that your back is to it. 

4. Look for your shadow in front of you.  

5.   Record the time and write what your shadow looks like. Is it a long shadow or is it a short shadow? 

6.  Go outside to the same position a few more times in the day. Record the time and your shadow shape. 

7. Be sure to go outside in the evening when the sun has set and look for your shadow. Record your findings.  

8. You will find that when the sun is low in the sky your shadow will look long, and when the sun is high in the sky your shadow will look short. 



Unapproved Church Council Minutes  —December 18 , 2017 

Present:  George Sincock, Jan Shusta, Ellen Klister, Bonnie Kohn, John 
Melland, Lori Flick-Langer, Vicar Trent Zeitler, Lana Ferry 

Absent: Rick Hannemann, Kari Pudlo, Dan Kostichka 

 

Meeting called to order at 6:05 by Vice President George Sincock. 

 

Open Forum:  Bill Albert brought to the council a proposal for putting 
stained glass windows in on the south side of the church.  He brought a 
picture of the idea of what it would look like and will present it to the congre-
gation in January with a full discussion to take place at the annual meeting 
on February 4, 2018. 

 

Opening prayer was said by all. 

 

Agenda:  Motion by Lana Ferry, 2nd by Jan Shusta to approve.  Approved. 

 

Worship:  Bonnie Kohn set up communion assistants for January.  We will 
be taking down the Christmas tree and other decorations on January 6.  
There will be no meal after worship on December 24th.  Instead there will be 
cookies and Christmas punch. 

 

Education:  The Christmas Program for the children will be at the worship 
service on December 24th. 

 

Evangelism:  Lori Flick-Langer had nothing to report. 

 

Social Concerns:  Jan Shusta reported that she is going to head up a game 
afternoon on Christmas Day for those who would like to attend.  There are 

some who have no family here that day and it will be a good chance for 
fellowship.  All are welcome to come. 

 

Properties:  John Melland reported that the exit lights have been replaced.  
The women restroom has a new sink and faucet and the toilet was repaired.  
The water has been shut off to the outside. 

 

Secretary's Report:  Motion by Bonnie Kohn, 2nd by Ellen Klister to 
 approve.  Approved. 

Treasurer's Report:  Motion by Lana Ferry, 2nd by Jan Shusta to approve 
subject to audit.  Approved. 

Vicar Trent Zeitler's Report:  He will be working on the project that he 
needs to do for seminary in addition to the other duties that he does on a 
regular basis. 

New Members:  There is a list with several names on it that Vicar Trent 
Zeitler will be following up on to see what their intentions are with regard to 
membership. 

 

Old Business:  Lori Flick-Langer has someone that she will be contacting 
for another estimate for the church cushions.   

 

Meeting Adjourned at 6:58.  Motion by Bonnie Kohn, 2nd by John Melland 
to adjourn.  Approved. 

Closed with prayer 

Next meeting January 15, 2018. 

Lana Ferry  

Council Secretary 

Council members for 2017: Rick Hannemann-President; George Sincock, Vice-President; Lana Ferry-Secretary; Ellen 
Klister—Treasurer; Property—John Melland & Dan Kostichka; Music/Worship– Bonnie Kohn; Education– Kari Pudlo; 
Social Ministry—Jan Shusta; Evangelism—Lori Flick-Langer;  Please keep your council members in your prayers and 
share with them your joys and concerns about the church family.  
 
Lay Internship Committee members: Linda Monahan, Heather Sund, Russ Klister, Vicki Hannemann, Jeff and Kim 
Heindl, Irene Thorson and Bill Nusbaum, Deb Grunwald.  
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Women of Hainesville (W-ELCA)    

 No women’s meeting during the month of January 
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 Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

 1  

 

2 
Office Hours 

Trent 1:00 –4:00 
Paula 1:30—4:30 

3 
8 AM Men’s 

Breakfast/ Bible 
Study 

Trent office hours 
by appointment 

4 5 
 Paula Office 

Hours 
9:00—12:00 

Annual reports 
due today 

6 

9 AM 
“Undecorate” 

the church 

7  9:30 AM 

Worship & 
 Sunday School 

 

 

8 
 

9 
Office Hours 

Trent 2:30 –4:00 
Paula 1:30—4:30 

 1 PM Women’s 
Bible Study  

10 

 8 AM Men’s 
Breakfast/ Bible 
Study 

Trent office hours 
by appointment 

 

11 

 

12 

 Paula Office 
Hours 

9:00—12:00 

Annual reports 
printed today 

13 
 

 

14    

9:30 AM 
Worship & 

 Sunday School 

15 

6 PM 
Church  
Council 

16 
Office Hours 

Trent 1:00 –4:00 
Paula 1:30—4:30 

NO MEETING 
FOR Women-
ELCA 

17 
8 AM Men’s 
Breakfast/ Bible 
Study 

Trent office hours 
by appointment 

18 

 

 

19 
 Paula Office 

Hours 
9:00—12:00 

Newsletter 
deadline 

20 

 

21 

9:30 AM 
Worship & 

 Sunday School 

Annual meeting 

info available 

22 

  

23  
Office Hours 

Trent 1:00 –4:00 
Paula 1:30—4:30 

NO  QUILTING 
FOR LWR 

24  

8 AM Men’s 
Breakfast/ Bible 

Study 

Trent office hours 
by appointment 

25 

 

26 
 Paula Office 

Hours 
9:00—12:00 

Newsletter  
Assembly  

27 

 

28   

9:30 AM 
Worship & 

 Sunday School 

29 

 

30 
Office Hours 

Trent 1:00 –4:00 
Paula 1:30—4:30 

31 8 AM Men’s 

Breakfast/ Bible 
Study 

Trent office hours 
by appointment 

 
 

 

  

 20182018 

ANNUAL REPORTS DUE:  Annual meeting reports 
due to church office by  noon of January 5th 

In case of inclement weather: listen to WDOR 93.9 radio for cancellation of 
Sunday morning worship service 

L-Z 

A-K 

L-Z 

A-K 



3944 County M 

Sturgeon Bay, WI 54235 

The Little Church with a 
Big Heart 

Phone: 920-743-9806 

Email: hainesvillelc@gmail.com  or 

officehlc12@gmail.com 

Web site: www.hainesvillelc.com 

H A I N E S V I L L E  L U T H E R A N  
C H U R C H  

Guest Copy 
Please take one !! 

January Newsletter 

 Following worship and “soup-er” bowl Soup luncheon 

 Annual meeting booklet available  Sunday  January 21st 

 Details for soup-er luncheon will be posted at a later date 

ANNUAL MEETING 
 

Sunday February 4th 


