
 From Vicar Trent 

 

“The light shines in the 
darkness, and the darkness 

did not overcome it.” 

- John 1:5 

Brothers and Sisters in Christ, 

A few years ago, I received one 
of the most useful gifts that I 
can recall.  It came in a package 
smaller than a shoebox.  When 
I opened it, it made me smile.  
It was a compact light therapy 
box called  “The Happy Light.”  
I have to admit that the cold 
and darkness of winter make 
me sleepy.  For the longest 
time, I had to wonder if I was 
part bear because my favorite 
thing to do in wintertime was 
to take long naps by the fire-
place with my favorite blanket 
covering me.  Hibernation 
seemed like a lifestyle that I 
could get used to during the 
winter months.  There was one 
problem.  The earth didn’t stop 
spinning and life didn’t stand 
still during winter.  There was 
much that needed to be ac-
complished.  The Happy Light 
was a small miracle.  With this 
light shining brightly, I was able 
to get things done which once 
seemed impossible.  This little 
light gave me energy and hope.  
It is amazing what a little light 
can do. 

As we usher in 2017 together, 
we pray for God’s guidance 
among leaders.  Later this 
month, the 45th President of 
the United States will take 

office.  While 
change is inevitable 
whenever there is a 
new leader, we 
remain hopeful.  
We remain hopeful 
because we have 
faith and trust in 
God’s promises for our lives.  
While God’s love for us is con-
stant and unchanging, God is 
constantly creating and making 
all things new.  We are made 
new as a new creation in 
Christ.  This happens in the 
rhythms of our everyday life 
together.   

Leadership is not something 
exclusive to the executive 
branch of the federal govern-
ment.  There is a call for new 
leaders at Hainesville Lutheran 
Church.  The church council will 
have open seats that   need to 
be filled as the terms of three 
of our faithful council members 
and a dedicated member of 
our nominating committee are 
coming to an end.  We thank 
them for their service and an-
swering the call.   I ask that you 
would consider your gifts for 
ministry and the call to serve 
on the council or the nomi-
nating committee.  As this vi-
brant community of faith con-
tinues to grow, we must dis-
cern the role that Hainesville 
Lutheran Church is called to 
play in participating in God’s 
mission.  The role of the lead-
ers in this congregation is to 
share the vision for ministry 

and to set the course of action.  
Prayerfully consider this call.   

I have had the opportunity and 
privilege to get to know several 
of the members of this faith 
community during my first few 
months here and I am struck by 
the passion for serving others 
and the faithfulness in answer-
ing God’s call by the members 
of this congregation.  In his 
book Wishful Thinking: A Theo-
logical ABC, Frederick Buechner 
writes, “The place God calls you 
to is the place where your deep 
gladness and the world’s deep 
hunger meet.”   

I am looking forward to the 
year ahead and journeying with 
you as we are present with one 
another, ask questions, have 
conversations, listen deeply, 
and live in the moment togeth-
er with a sense of wonder.  
Where is this place that God is 
calling us to?  Illuminated by 
the light of Christ which gives 
us energy and hope, let our 
hearts be touched and changed 
by the Gospel on the path to 
this place we long to find.   

Peace and Blessings, 

Vicar Trent 
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Hainesville  

Lutheran is a 

 fellowship of  

Christians,  

empowered by 

the Gospel, who 

share their faith 

through witness, 

service and  

hospitality. 

This month….. 

  Sunday morning  

worship 9:30 AM with luncheon to 

follow 

  Children’s Christmas Program 

rescheduled to Sun Jan 8th  

 Men’s Text Study & Breakfast 8 

AM Wednesdays 

 Women’s Bible Study—2nd 

Tuesday at 1 PM 

 W-ELCA: No women’s meeting 

this month  

 Come help assemble quilts/

blankets for  4th Tuesday 

starting at 9 AM  

 Church Council Monday January 

9th 6:00 PM 

 Annual reports due to office by 

Friday Jan 6th 

 

http://www.amazon.com/gp/product/0060611553/ref=as_li_tl?ie=UTF8&camp=211189&creative=373489&creativeASIN=0060611553&link_code=as3&tag=rjgrunecom-20&linkId=BWAZIA76WHU4BXMT


 Luther’s Small Catechism ...Getting ready for Reformation 500 

 Worship Assistants January  2017 
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Of all the things Martin Luther wrote, he is probably best 
known for two things: the hymn “A mighty fortress is our 
God” and the Small Catechism. Interestingly, Luther him-
self was ambivalent about the lasting value of most of his 
writings, with two exceptions—and one of them was this 
little pam-phlet, the Small Catechism. And this from some-
one whose writings changed the whole landscape of the 
Western religious world.  
 
Most of us know the Small Catechism well. Many spent 
hours memorizing it as teens. But how did it come to be, 
and what is it that makes it so helpful?  
In 2017 we are observing the 500th anniversary of the 
Reformation’s start, when Luther posted the Ninety-Five 
Theses. If that was the act of a passionate young man, a 
decade later he was fac-ing the needs of the church he 
was reforming. If it was no longer enough just to go 
through the motions, following the lead of a Latin-rite 
priest, then what was at the heart of what people needed 
to know—and how were they to learn that? To meet that 
need, Luther the pastor and teacher created two cate-
chisms—the Large (primarily intended for pastors) and the 
Small (for use in the home).  
A catechism is a document that lays out the basic ideas of 
religion in a sim-ple question-and-answer format. For the 
Small Catechism, Luther chose to open up some of the 
basics of Christian faith: the Ten Commandments, the 
Apostles’ Creed, the Lord’s Prayer, the sacraments of Holy 

Baptism and Holy Communion, and the Office of the Keys 
and Confession. It’s worth notic-ing that he based this 
teaching document on what already existed rather than 
start-ing from scratch and inventing a whole new system. 
Luther was committed to the church catholic.  
 
His genius is shown in the way he opened up these state-
ments of faith. The famous question in each case was, in 
German, “Was ist das?” In English, most of us know this as 
“What does this mean?” but a literal trans-lation would be 
“What is that?” And then he proceeded to tell, in beauti-
fully simple language, what each command-ment, each 
part of the creed, each petition of the Lord’s Prayer, tells 
us about God and about us as God’s children. These expla-
nations set out a God who is not the stern judge of Lu-
ther’s own childhood, but a loving parent who offers us 
unconditional grace and only then invites us to live accord-
ingly.  
 
How profound was Luther’s achievement in writing the 
Small Catechism? A mark of it can be seen in the simple 
fact that nearly five hundred years after its first publica-
tion in 1529, and after being translated into hundreds of 
languages, it is still one of the most effective tools for 
learning and teaching what the Christian faith is all about. 

Help “undecorate” the church 
Saturday January 14th 

9:00 AM 

Worship Assistants for January 

  Ushers    Communion Assistants         Acolytes  Reader 
January 1st Bonnie Kohn; Roy Jilburg Lori Flick-Langer  ??    ?? 
January 8th Dave & Deb Grunwald   x   ??  Roy Jilburg 
January 15th  ??   Lori Flick-Langer  ??    ?? 
January 22nd  ??    X   ??   ?? 
January 29th  ??    X   ??  ?? 

   

 If you are unable to help on the dates as listed, PLEASE FIND A REPLACEMENT and then notify the office of the 

change. Thank you.  



Birthdays for January 

Jan 1st        Ed Stawikowski 
Jan 3rd        Matt O’Hern 
  Glen Magrane 
Jan 4th        Elsie Wagner 
Jan 10th       Justine O’Hern 
Jan 12th       Vicki Hannemann 
         Roberta Roalkvan 
Jan 18th  Mathilde Hannemann 
Jan 19th      Mary Verken 
Jan 20th       Nolan Schultz 
Jan 22nd      Sharon Albert 
Jan 24th       Dick Wagner 
Jan 26th       Betty Livingston 
Jan 30th       Marla Vogel 

Anniversaries for January  
 None on record this month 

 

 Martin Luther Mealtime Prayer:   
All here gathered, food from the land, 
all is gift from your gracious hand. 
Feed us today; feed all those who hunger, 
teach us to feed one another. 
We ask this in the name of the one 
    who is our bread, Jesus Christ. Amen. 
 

  

Brianna (A), Hope (Anderson), Clancey (Baierl), Gerry and Pat (Barlament), Brian (B), 
Carol (Bockhop), Shirley (Brandt),  Lorraine (Bremer),  Del (Brewer), Dennis Bucking-
ham), Dave (Caniglia),  Eugene and Joan (Clark), Lucille (Duske), Kathleen (F), Jodi 
(G), Ruth (Grainger), Steve (H), Kurt (Hibbard), Cheryl (K), Jeff (Kahl), Scott (Keyser), 
Cindy Kinney), Tom (Kostichka), Deb (Kirsch), Bill (Lawson), Ali (M), Ted (Morrison), 
Kathy (Mueller),  Elaine (Roalkvan), Matthew (Roaque), Edward (S), June (S), Shanna 
(Schmitz), Alberta (Streckert), Joan (S), Lois (Thoke),  Pam (Wiegand), Jace, and 
Claire. 

Prayers for Our Church Family 

Birthdays and Other Celebrations– January 2017 
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 A great opportunity to serve your church ; Help us to make 
important decisions concerning church business;  Get to 
know church council members and be part of the team 

 
FOR YEAR 2017 WE NEED TO ELECT ...... 
President ...... 2 Year Term 
Trustee/Property ...... 3 Year Term 
Deacon/Education ...... 3 Year Term 
Nominating Committee ...... 2 Year Term  

 
The present 
Nominating 
Team (for 
contact) are: 
Dave Freier ~ 
Russ Klister ~ 
Linda Kohn  

 FAMILY TIME ACTIVITIES 

 Mealtimes offer wonderful opportunities for sharing, connection, 
hospitality, and value formation - but these things do not come 
automatically! Consider these steps to make the most of your 
mealtimes:  
• When you eat, turn off the TV and other forms of media.  
• Try not to worry about accidental messes. Focus on the bigger  
picture – time together with one another.  
• Avoid using this time to raise issues or being critical. Encourage  
affirmation, sharing of news and ideas, and other positive commu-
nication.  
 

THRIVENT MEMBERS:   To make better use of funds available for 
Action Teams, it would be helpful to have a list of Thrivent mem-
bers.  Each member can apply for two grants a year, which gives us 
seed money for fund raisers and church projects.   You can contact 

Deb Grunwald at (920) 619-1600. 



Unapproved Church Council Minutes  —November 21, 2016 

Present: Rick Hannemann, Jan Shusta, Bonnie Kohn, Lori Flick-
Langer, John Melland, Vicar Trent Zeitler, Lana Ferry 
Absent: Jim Vogel, Ellen Klister, John Breider, Kari Pudlo 
 
Meeting called to order by Vice President Rick Hannemann at 
6:02. 
Agenda: Motion by Lana Ferry, 2nd by Jan Shusta to approve.  
Approved. 
Worship:  Bonnie Kohn reported that we are still in need of ush-
ers for December.  We will be discontinuing the youth reading 
every other Sunday, but will have a sign up sheet for all adults 
who wish to read to do so.  We are in need of a different banner 
for Advent because the one that we have is too heavy to put up.  

She is also working on Advent Candles. 

 Evangelism:  Lori Flick-Langer reported that the missing busi-
ness cards have been found and we also made another order 

because of a generous donation. 

Social Concerns:  Jan Shusta reported that 24 shoe boxes (for 

Operation Christmas Child) went from Hainesville Lutheran. 

Education:  It was reported that the Christmas Program is going 
to be on December 18.  It was also reported that Kari Pudlo is 
very pleased with the materials being used for Sunday School this 

year. 

Property:  John Melland reported that the lines have been blown 
out for the winter.  The outside clocks have been reset for coming 

on at night.  He is still working on a cover for the air conditioner. 

Vicar Trent Zeitler reported on some of the things that he did in 
the last month.  He had some questions as to how things had 

been done in the past.  Those were answered.   

Secretary's Report:  Motion by Jan Shusta, 2nd by Lori Flick-

Langer to approve.  Approved. 

No Treasurer's Report. 

Special Events:  There will be a bake sale after the Christmas 
Program on December 18.  Christmas Eve Service will be at 5:00.  
Decorating for Christmas will be on December 3 at 9:00 AM.  
There is a wedding scheduled for November 4, 2017 at the 

church. 

Old Business:  The culvert will have to wait until next year to be 

put in.  They ran out of time because of the rain and schedules. 

New Business:  The church steeple will have to wait until next 
year.  We will be replacing the picture of  Pastor May with a small-
er one and Vicar Trent's will go in its place.  The (carpet) stain in 
the altar area needs to come out or we need to figure out a way to 
replace that carpeting.  We are looking into putting a yellow strip a 
couple of places to help people see that there is a step there to 
prevent falling.  Seat cushions for the pews or seating for the pa-
vilion were two ideas on use of Memorial Monies.  George and 
Jane Roalkvan-Sincock are donating 4 chairs to the church to 

help those who have trouble sitting in the pews. 

Meeting adjourned at 7:23.  Motion by 
Jan Shusta, 2nd by Bonnie Kohn to ad-

journ.  Approved. 

Closed with Prayer.   

Next Meeting January 9, 2017 

Lana Ferry  Council Secretary 

Council Members 2016:  President—Jim Vogel; Vice President—Rick Hannemann ; Secretary—Lana Ferry; Treasur-
er—Ellen Klister;  Property—John Melland & John Breider; Worship—Bonnie Kohn; Education—Kari Pudlo; Social 
Ministry—Jan Shusta; Evangelism—Lori Langer-Flick;      Please keep your church council in your prayers and contact 
them with concerns and questions/comments.  

 

Lay Internship Committee : Linda Monahan, Heather Sund, Russ Klister, Vicki Hannemann, Joanna Magrane, Anna Magrane, 
Irene Thorson and Bill Nussbaum, Deb Grunwald.  
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Women of Hainesville (W-ELCA)    

 No women’s meeting during the month of January 
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 Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

1 

9:30 AM 
Worship & 

 Sunday School 

2 3 
Office Hours 

Trent 11:30 –2:30 
Paula 1:30—4:30 

4 
8 AM Men’s 

Breakfast/ Bible 
Study 

Trent office hours 
by appointment 

5 6 
 Paula Office 

Hours 
9:00—12:00 

Annual reports 
due today 

7 

    9 AM 
 Family Choir  

8   9:30 AM 

Worship & 
 Sunday School 

Re-scheduled 
Children’s Pro-

gram 

9 

6 PM 
Church  
Council 

10 
Office Hours 

Trent 1:00 –4:00 
Paula 1:30—4:30 

 1 PM Women’s 
Bible Study  

11 

 8 AM Men’s 
Breakfast/ Bible 
Study 

Trent office hours 
by appointment 

 

12 

 

13 

 Paula Office 
Hours 

9:00—12:00 

14 
 

9 AM 
“Undecorate” 

the church 

 

15    

9:30 AM 
Worship & 

 Sunday School 

16 
 

17 
Office Hours 

Trent 1:00 –4:00 
Paula 1:30—4:30 

NO MEETING 
FOR Women-
ELCA 

18 
8 AM Men’s 
Breakfast/ Bible 
Study 

Trent office hours 
by appointment 

 

19 

 

 

20 
 Paula Office 

Hours 
9:00—12:00 

Newsletter 
deadline 

21 

 

22 

9:30 AM 
Worship & 

 Sunday School 

Annual meeting 

info available 

23 

  

24  
Office Hours 

Trent 1:00 –4:00 
Paula 1:30—4:30 

9– NOON 
QUILTING FOR 
LWR 

25  

8 AM Men’s 
Breakfast/ Bible 

Study 

Trent office hours 
by appointment 

26 

 

27 
 Paula Office 

Hours 
9:00—12:00 

Newsletter  
Assembly  

28 

 

29   

9:30 AM 
Worship & 

 Sunday School 

30 

 

31 
Office Hours 

Trent 11:30 –2:30 
Paula 1:30—4:30 

  
 

 

  

 20172017 

ANNUAL REPORTS DUE:  Annual meeting reports 
due to church office by  noon of January 6th 

In case of inclement weather: listen to WDOR 93.9 radio for cancellation of 
Sunday morning worship service 



3944 County M 

Sturgeon Bay, WI 54235 

The Little Church with a 
Big Heart 

Phone: 920-743-9806 

Email: hainesvillelc@gmail.com  or 

officehlc12@gmail.com 

Web site: www.hainesvillelc.com 

H A I N E S V I L L E  L U T H E R A N  
C H U R C H  

Guest Copy 
Please take one !! 

January Newsletter 

 Following worship and “soup-er” bowl Soup luncheon 

 Annual meeting booklet available  Sunday  January 22nd 

 Details for soup-er luncheon will be posted at a later date 

ANNUAL MEETING 
 

Sunday February 5th 


