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Pastor Howard Batt 
Prelude “He Touched Me”      Peggy Odegaard                                            

By William Gather                     

Welcome and Announcements  
 
Prayer of the Day 

Beloved God, from you come all things that are good. Lead us by the inspiration of your Spirit to know 
those things that are right, and by your merciful guidance, help us to do them, through Jesus Christ, 
our Savior and Lord. 
Amen. 

First Reading:  Isaiah 5:1-7 
1Let me sing for my beloved my love-song concerning my beloved’s vineyard: “My beloved had a 
vineyard on a very fertile hill. 2My beloved dug it and cleared it of stones, and planted it with choice 
vines; built a watchtower in the midst of it, and hewed out a wine vat in it, and expected it to yield 
grapes, but it yielded wild grapes.” 3And now, inhabitants of Jerusalem and people of Judah, judge 
between me and my vineyard.  4What more was there to do for my vineyard that I have not done in it? 
When I expected it to yield grapes, why did it yield wild grapes?  5And now I will tell you what I will do 
to my vineyard.  I will remove its hedge, and it shall be devoured; I will break down its wall, and it shall 
be trampled down.  6I will make it a waste; it shall not be pruned or hoed, and it shall be overgrown 
with briers and thorns; I will also command the clouds that they rain no rain upon it. 
7For the vineyard of the LORD of hosts is the house of Israel, and the people of Judah are God’s 
pleasant planting; for the LORD expected justice, but saw bloodshed; righteousness, but heard a cry!  

Psalm 80:7-15 
7Restore us, O God of hosts; let your face shine upon us, and we shall be saved.  8You have brought 
a vine out of Egypt; you cast out the nations and planted it.  9You cleared the ground for it; it took root 
and filled the land.  10The mountains were covered by its shadow and the towering cedar trees by its 
boughs.  11You stretched out its tendrils to the sea and its branches to the river.  12Why have you 
broken down its wall, so that all who pass by pluck off its grapes?  13The wild boar of the forest 
has ravaged it, and the beasts of the field have grazed upon it.  14Turn now, O God of hosts, 
look down from heaven; 15behold and tend this vine; preserve what your right hand has planted. 

Second Reading: Philippians 3:4b-14 

[Paul writes:] 4bIf anyone else has reason to be confident in the flesh, I have more: 5circumcised on 
the eighth day, a member of the people of Israel, of the tribe of Benjamin, a Hebrew born of Hebrews; 
as to the law, a Pharisee; 6as to zeal, a persecutor of the church; as to righteousness under the law, 
blameless. 
7Yet whatever gains I had, these I have come to regard as loss because of Christ. 8More than that, I 
regard everything as loss because of the surpassing value of knowing Christ Jesus my Lord. For his 
sake I have suffered the loss of all things, and I regard them as rubbish, in order that I may gain 
Christ 9and be found in him, not having a righteousness of my own that comes from the law, but one 
that comes through faith in Christ, the righteousness from God based on faith. 10I want to know Christ 
and the power of his resurrection and the sharing of his sufferings by becoming like him in his 
death, 11if somehow I may attain the resurrection from the dead. 12Not that I have already obtained 



this or have already reached the goal but I press on to make it my own, because Christ Jesus has 
made me his own. 13Beloved, I do not consider that I have made it my own; but this one thing I do: 
forgetting what lies behind and straining forward to what lies ahead, 14I press on toward the goal for 
the prize of the heavenly call of God in Christ Jesus.  

Hymn Story   “Have Thine Own Way Lord” – Jeremiah 18:6   Dave Freier 

Gospel: Matthew 21:33-46 

[Jesus said:] 33“Listen to another parable. There was a landowner who planted a vineyard, put a fence 
around it, dug a wine press in it, and built a watchtower. Then he leased it to tenants and went to 
another country. 34When the harvest time had come, he sent his slaves to the tenants to collect his 
produce. 35But the tenants seized his slaves and beat one, killed another, and stoned 
another. 36Again he sent other slaves, more than the first; and they treated them in the same 
way. 37Finally he sent his son to them, saying, ‘They will respect my son.’ 38But when the tenants saw 
the son, they said to themselves, ‘This is the heir; come, let us kill him and get his inheritance.’ 39So 
they seized him, threw him out of the vineyard, and killed him. 40“Now when the owner of the vineyard 
comes, what will he do to those tenants?” 41They said to Jesus, “The owner will put those wretches to 
a miserable death, and lease the vineyard to other tenants who will give him the produce at the 
harvest time.  ”42Jesus said to them, “Have you never read in the scriptures: ‘The stone that the 
builders rejected has become the cornerstone; this was the Lord’s doing, and it is amazing in our 
eyes’?  43Therefore I tell you, the dominion of God will be taken away from you and given to a people 
that produces the fruits of it. 44The one who falls on this stone will be broken to pieces; and it will 
crush anyone on whom it falls.” 
45When the chief priests and the Pharisees heard his parables, they realized that he was speaking 
about them. 46They wanted to arrest him, but they feared the crowds, because the people regarded 
him as a prophet. 

God’s Word for Today                                                                                        Pastor Howard Batt 
 
Hymn #652    “Built on a Rock”       Verses 1,2,4,5 

1 Built on a rock the church shall stand, 
 even when steeples are falling; 
 crumbled have spires in ev'ry land, 
 bells still are chiming and calling— 
 calling the young and old to rest, 
 calling the souls of those distressed, 
 longing for life everlasting. 
 
2 Surely, in temples made with hands 
 God the Most High is not dwelling— 
 high in the heav'ns his temple stands, 
 all earthly temples excelling. 
 Yet he who dwells in heav'n above 
 deigns to abide with us in love, 
 making our bodies his temple. 
 
4 Yet in this house, an earthly frame, 
 Jesus the children is blessing; 
 hither we come to praise his name, 
 faith in our Savior confessing. 
 Jesus to us his Spirit sent, 



 making with us his covenant, 
 granting his children the kingdom. 
 
5 Through all the passing years, O Lord, 
 grant that, when church bells are ringing, 
 many may come to hear your Word, 
 who here this promise is bringing: 
 "I know my own, my own know me; 
 you, not the world, my face shall see; 
 my peace I leave with you. Amen." 
 
Text: Nicolai F. S. Grundtvig, 1783-1872; tr. Carl Doving, 1867-1937, adapt. 
Text © 1958 Service Book and Hymnal, admin. Augsburg Fortress. 

Prayers of God’s People 

Today, October 4th, is St. Francis’ Day. Francis cared fervently for the church, the earth and its 
animals, peace, and the poor. Let us now pray for these concerns, responding to each petition with 
the words “in mercy, receive our prayers.” 

God most high, we pray for the church: for our bishop, our pastors and deacons, and our own 
congregation, and for churches that are struggling with few resources.  That all the baptized may 
produce good fruit, sowing faith where there is doubt, we pray to you, O God our Redeemer: in 
mercy, receive our prayers. 

We pray for the earth and its animals: for farmlands; for animals whose habitat is threatened; for 
livestock; for all the animals that we raise for human use; for service animals; and for our dear 
pets.  That the earth may be sustained with your care, and that we will sow joy where there is 
sadness, we pray to you, O God our Creator: in mercy, receive our prayers.  

We pray for peace: between nations; in our cities; among political rivals; throughout our coming 
election; between generations; between long-time citizens and new immigrants; in our churches and 
in our homes.  That we may become instruments of your peace, sowing union where there is discord, 
we pray to you, O God, our Peacemaker: in mercy, receive our prayers.  

We pray for those who are poor: for those who are unemployed; for migrants; for those who are 
marginalized by prejudice; for orphans; for school children with no digital access.  That we may give 
assistance where there is poverty and need, we pray to you, O God our Provider: in mercy, receive 
our prayers.  

We pray for all who are suffering: for those laid low by the coronavirus; for those who like Francis 
have painful eye disease; for those living with anxiety; for those whose sorrow is known only to you; 
for those who will die this day; and for those whose names we call out to you here: Rusty (Allen), 
Riley (A), Lindsay (A), Trudy (Berkhahn), Nancy (Bontempo), Shirley (Brandt), Evelyn (Breider), 
John (Breider), Karen & Del (Brewer), Dennis (Buckingham), Eugene (Clark), Danielle (Davis), 
Diane (Duncan), Mike (Grainger), Ruth (Grainger), Joanne (Huhta), Cindy & Terry (Kinney), Ellie 
(Krull), Judy (Larson), Natalie (Markham), Christina (Madsen) Francine (Meyer), Ken (Overland), 
Jodi (P), Michelle (Raasch), Mary Lee (Riddle), Elaine (Roalkvan), Matthew (Roque), Alice 
(Roque-Angermeier), Troy, Deanna, Lexi, & Laci (Schiesser), Eric (Thorson), Dorothy (Twiton), 
Kari (Uetz), Aubrey (W), Laddie (Watson), Judy (Zeitler), Julie (Zeitler), and Jeanine.   That we 
may sow hope where there is despair, we pray to you, O God our Comforter: 
in mercy, receive our prayers.  
 



We pray, finally for ourselves. Strengthen our faith in Christ, and hear our personal petitions.  That we 
may sow pardon where there is injury and love where there has been hatred, we pray to you, O God 
our Healer: in mercy, receive our prayers.  
 
Enfold in your loving arms all for whom we pray, as we trust in your salvation through Jesus Christ, 
our Savior and Lord.  Amen. 

Gracious and merciful God, slow to anger, rich in love, we bless your name and give you thanks. In 
our need, you make haste to help us. You plant us beside streams of your wisdom, teach us in 
pastures greening with truth, and guide us on the path of your promise. By your Spirit awaken our 
faith, that, feasting on your Word, we may love you more fully and serve our neighbor more faithfully; 
through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.  Amen. 

Lord’s Prayer                          

God, in heaven and on earth; In the sure and certain hope that nothing can separate us from your 
love, hear us as we pray the prayer Jesus taught us: 

 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done on 
earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses as we 
forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from 
evil. For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. 
Amen.                                               
 
Blessing and Sending 

The Lord bless you and keep you.   
The Lord’s face shine on you with grace and mercy.   
The Lord look upon you with favor and + give you peace. 
Amen. 
 
Go in peace.  Tend to that which you have been entrusted.  Share the Good News! 
Thanks be to God…and we will!!! 
 
 
Hymn # 655    “Son of God, Eternal Savior”    
 
1 Son of God, eternal Savior, 
 source of life and truth and grace, 
 Word made flesh, whose birth among us 
 hallows all our human race, 
 you our head, who, throned in glory, 
 for your own will ever plead: 
 fill us with your love and pity, 
 heal our wrong, and help our need. 
 
2 As you, Lord, have lived for others, 
 so may we for others live. 
 Freely have your gifts been granted; 
 freely may your servants give. 
 Yours the gold and yours the silver, 
 yours the wealth of land and sea; 



 we but stewards of your bounty 
 held in solemn trust will be. 
 
3 Come, O Christ, and reign among us, 
 King of love and Prince of peace; 
 hush the storm of strife and passion, 
 bid its cruel discords cease. 
 By your patient years of toiling, 
 by your silent hours of pain, 
 quench our fevered thirst of pleasure, 
 stem our selfish greed of gain. 
 
4 Son of God, eternal Savior, 
 source of life and truth and grace, 
 Word made flesh, whose birth among us 
 hallows all our human race: 
 by your praying, by your willing 
 that your people should be one, 
 grant, oh, grant our hope's fruition: 
 here on earth your will be done. 
 
Text: Somerset C. Lowry, 1855-1932 
 


