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Pastor Trent Zeitler 
Prelude Music     “Just a Closer Walk with Thee”           Peggy Odegaard   
     Arranged by Jack Schrader      
Welcome                   
  
Prayer of the Day 

Let us pray.  Almighty God, we thank you for planting in us the seed of your word. By your Holy Spirit 
help us to receive it with joy, live according to it, and grow in faith and hope and love, through Jesus 
Christ, our Savior and Lord. 
Amen. 

First Reading:  Isaiah 55:10-13 
10For as the rain and the snow come down from heaven, 
and do not return there until they have watered the earth, 
making it bring forth and sprout, 
giving seed to the sower and bread to the eater, 
11so shall my word be that goes out from my mouth; 
it shall not return to me empty, 
but it shall accomplish that which I purpose, 
and succeed in the thing for which I sent it. 
12For you shall go out in joy, 
and be led back in peace; 
the mountains and the hills before you 
shall burst into song, 
and all the trees of the field shall clap their hands. 
13Instead of the thorn shall come up the cypress; 
instead of the brier shall come up the myrtle; 
and it shall be to the Lord for a memorial, 
for an everlasting sign that shall not be cut off.  

Psalm:  Psalm 65:9-13  
9You visit the earth and water it abundantly; you make it very plenteous; 
the river of God is full of water. 
You prepare the grain, for so you provide for the earth. 
10You drench the furrows and smooth out the ridges; 
with heavy rain you soften the ground and bless its increase. 
11You crown the year with your goodness, 
and your paths overflow with plenty. 
12May the fields of the wilderness be rich for grazing, 
and the hills be clothed with joy. 
13May the meadows cover themselves with flocks, and the valleys cloak themselves with grain; let 
them shout for joy and sing. 

Second Reading: Romans 8:1-11 
1There is therefore now no condemnation for those who are in Christ Jesus. 2For the law of the Spirit 
of life in Christ Jesus has set you free from the law of sin and of death. 3For God has done what the 
law, weakened by the flesh, could not do: sending God’s own Son in the likeness of sinful flesh, and 



to deal with sin, God condemned sin in the flesh, 4so that the just requirement of the law might be 
fulfilled in us, who walk not according to the flesh but according to the Spirit. 5For those who live 
according to the flesh set their minds on the things of the flesh, but those who live according to the 
Spirit set their minds on the things of the Spirit. 6To set the mind on the flesh is death, but to set the 
mind on the Spirit is life and peace. 7For this reason the mind that is set on the flesh is hostile to God; 
it does not submit to God’s law—indeed it cannot, 8and those who are in the flesh cannot please God. 
9But you are not in the flesh; you are in the Spirit, since the Spirit of God dwells in you. Anyone who 
does not have the Spirit of Christ does not belong to him. 10But if Christ is in you, though the body is 
dead because of sin, the Spirit is life because of righteousness. 11If the Spirit of the one who raised 
Jesus from the dead dwells in you, the one who raised Christ from the dead will give life to your 
mortal bodies also through this Spirit dwelling in you. 

Gospel: Matthew 13:1-9, 18-23 
1That same day Jesus went out of the house and sat beside the sea. 2Such great crowds gathered 
around him that he got into a boat and sat there, while the whole crowd stood on the beach. 3And he 
told them many things in parables, saying: “Listen! A sower went out to sow. 4And in the sowing, 
some seeds fell on the path, and the birds came and ate them up. 5Other seeds fell on rocky ground, 
where they did not have much soil, and they sprang up quickly, since they had no depth of soil. 6But 
when the sun rose, they were scorched; and since they had no root, they withered away. 7Other 
seeds fell among thorns, and the thorns grew up and choked them. 8Other seeds fell on good soil and 
brought forth grain, some a hundredfold, some sixty, some thirty. 9Let anyone with ears listen! 
18“Hear then the parable of the sower. 19When anyone hears the word of the dominion of heaven and 
does not understand it, the evil one comes and snatches away what is sown in the heart; this is what 
was sown on the path. 20As for what was sown on rocky ground, this is the one who hears the word 
and immediately receives it with joy; 21yet such a person has no root, but endures only for a while, 
and when trouble or persecution arises on account of the word, that person immediately falls 
away. 22As for what was sown among thorns, this is the one who hears the word, but the cares of the 
world and the lure of wealth choke the word, and it yields nothing. 23But as for what was sown on 
good soil, this is the one who hears the word and understands it, who indeed bears fruit and yields, in 
one case a hundredfold, in another sixty, and in another thirty.” 

God’s Word for Today       Pastor Trent Zeitler 

HYMN #550  On What Has Now Been Sown 
 
1 On what has now been sown 
 your blessing, Lord, bestow; 
 the pow'r is yours alone 
 to make it sprout and grow. 
 O Lord, in grace the harvest raise, 
 and yours alone shall be the praise! 
 
2 To you our wants are known, 
 from you are all our pow'rs; 
 accept what is your own 
 and pardon what is ours. 
 Our praises, Lord, and prayers receive 
 and to your word a blessing give. 
 
3 Oh, grant that each of us, 
 now met before you here, 



 may meet together thus 
 when you and yours appear, 
 and follow you to heav'n, our home. 
 E'en so, Amen! Lord Jesus, come! 
 
“On What Has Now Been Sown”, Text: John Newton  Music: John Darwall, Public Domain CCLI Song #300424  

Prayers of God’s People 

Praying separately in our homes yet united in the Spirit, let us together intercede for all the needs of the 
world.  Please conclude each petition by responding, “Your mercy is everlasting.” 

We pray for our congregation and for all the churches in the neighborhood.  O God, rain down your mercy 
on us: your mercy is everlasting. 

We pray for missionaries and for newly planted congregations around the world.  O God, rain down your 
mercy on us: your mercy is everlasting. 

We pray for those for whom growth in faith is difficult.  O God, rain down your mercy on us: your mercy is 
everlasting. 

We pray for farms and fields that have been devastated unfavorable weather.  O God, rain down your 
mercy on us: your mercy is everlasting. 

We pray for all animals in search of water.  O God, rain down your mercy on us: your mercy is 
everlasting. 

We pray for everyone who is suffering from the heat.  O God, rain down your mercy on us: your mercy is 
everlasting. 

We pray for peace throughout the world, especially in the Middle East.  O God, rain down your mercy on 
us: your mercy is everlasting. 

We pray for the government of our country, state, and county.  O God, rain down your mercy on us: your 
mercy is everlasting. 

We pray for our society to be purged of racism.  O God, rain down your mercy on us: your mercy is 
everlasting. 

We pray for the thousands who each day are contracting the coronavirus.  O God, rain down your mercy 
on us: your mercy is everlasting. 

We pray for those without jobs or health care.  O God, rain down your mercy on us: 
your mercy is everlasting. 

We pray for medical workers and researchers.  O God, rain down your mercy on us: your mercy is 
everlasting. 

We pray for all who are sick, especially those we name in our hearts and those we now name aloud: 

Rusty (Allen), Riley (A), Lindsay (A), Sandy (Anderson), Trudy (Berkhahn), Nancy (Bontempo), Shirley 
(Brandt), Karen & Del (Brewer), Dennis (Buckingham), Eugene (Clark), Danielle (Davis), Diane 
(Duncan), Barbara (Foster), Mike (Grainger), Ruth (Grainger), Joanne (Huhta), Cindy & Terry (Kinney), 
Ellie (Krull), Harold (Larsen), Judy (Larson), Judy (LaVine), Natalie (Markham), Francine (Meyer), Ken 
(Overland), Jodi (P), Michelle (Raasch), Mary Lee (Riddle), Matthew (Roque), Alice (Roque-
Angermeier), Troy (Schiesser), Eric (Thorson), Dorothy (Twiton), Kari (Uetz), Aubrey (W), Laddie 
(Watson), and Jeanine.  O God, rain down your mercy on us: your mercy is everlasting. 



We pray for all who are burdened by anxiety.  O God, rain down your mercy on us: your mercy is 
everlasting. 

We pray, each of us, for ourselves.  O God, rain down your mercy on us: your mercy is everlasting. 

O merciful God, receive these prayers, and grant us your Spirit of peace and joy, for the sake of Jesus 
Christ, our Savior and Lord.  Amen. 

Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray:  

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done on 
earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses as we 
forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen.  

Blessing and Sending 

The Lord bless you and keep you; the Lord make his face shine upon you, and be gracious to you; the 
Lord lift up his countenance upon you, and give you peace.  Amen. 

Go in peace.  Let your hearts be good soil.  Bear fruit for the Kingdom.  
Thanks be to God…and we will!!! 
 
HYMN #679    For the Fruit of All Creation 
 
1 For the fruit of all creation, 
 thanks be to God. 
 For these gifts to ev'ry nation, 
 thanks be to God. 
 For the plowing, sowing, reaping, 
 silent growth while we are sleeping, 
 future needs in earth's safekeeping, 
 thanks be to God. 
 
2 In the just reward of labor, 
 God's will is done. 
 In the help we give our neighbor, 
 God's will is done. 
 In our worldwide task of caring 
 for the hungry and despairing, 
 in the harvests we are sharing, 
 God's will is done. 
 
3 For the harvests of the Spirit, 
 thanks be to God. 
 For the good we all inherit, 
 thanks be to God. 
 For the wonders that astound us, 
 for the truths that still confound us, 
 most of all, that love has found us, 
 thanks be to God.   
 
“For the Fruit of All Creation” Text: Frank Green©1970 Hope Publishing; Music: Welsh traditional; arr. Ralph Vaughn Williams ©Oxford 
University Press. Used by permission onelicense.net  # A-723915 
 


