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Prelude Music  “God Bless America”    Peggy Odegaard  
            
Welcome 
Prayer of the Day 

Let us pray. 
God of compassion, you have opened the way for us and brought us to yourself. Pour 
your love into our hearts, that, overflowing with joy, we may freely share the blessings 
of your realm and faithfully proclaim the good news of your Son, Jesus Christ, our 
Savior and Lord. 
Amen. 

First Reading: Exodus 19:2-8a 
2The Israelites had journeyed from Rephidim, entered the wilderness of Sinai, and 
camped in the wilderness; Israel camped there in front of the mountain. 3Then Moses 
went up to God; the Lord called to him from the mountain, saying, “Thus you shall say 
to the house of Jacob, and tell the Israelites: 4You have seen what I did to the 
Egyptians, and how I bore you on eagles’ wings and brought you to myself. 5Now 
therefore, if you obey my voice and keep my covenant, you shall be my treasured 
possession out of all the peoples. Indeed, the whole earth is mine, 6but you shall be for 
me a realm of priests and a holy nation. These are the words that you shall speak to 
the Israelites.” 
7So Moses came, summoned the elders of the people, and set before them all these 
words that the Lord had commanded him. 8aThe people all answered as one: 
“Everything that the Lord has spoken we will do.” 

Psalm:  100  
1Make a joyful noise to the Lord, all you lands! 
2Serve the Lord with gladness; come into God’s presence with a song. 
3Know that the Lord is God, our maker to whom we belong; 
we are God’s people and the sheep of God’s pasture 
4Enter the gates of the Lord with thanksgiving and the courts with praise; 
give thanks and bless God’s holy name. 
5Good indeed is the Lord, whose steadfast love is everlasting, 
whose faithfulness endures from age to age. 

Second Reading: Romans 5:1-8 
1Since we are justified by faith, we have peace with God through our Lord Jesus 
Christ, 2through whom we have obtained access to this grace in which we stand; and 
we boast in our hope of sharing the glory of God. 3And not only that, but we also boast 
in our sufferings, knowing that suffering produces endurance, 4and endurance 



produces character, and character produces hope, 5and hope does not disappoint us, 
because God’s love has been poured into our hearts through the Holy Spirit that has 
been given to us. 
6For while we were still weak, at the right time Christ died for the ungodly. 7Indeed, 
rarely will anyone die for a righteous person—though perhaps for a good person 
someone might actually dare to die. 8But it is proof of God’s own love for us in that 
while we still were sinners Christ died for us. 

Gospel: Matthew 9:35–10:8 [9-23] 
35Jesus went about all the cities and villages, teaching in their synagogues, and 
proclaiming the good news of the dominion of heaven, and curing every disease and 
every sickness. 36When he saw the crowds, he had compassion for them, because 
they were harassed and helpless, like sheep without a shepherd. 37Then he said to his 
disciples, “The harvest is plentiful, but the laborers are few; 38therefore ask the Lord of 
the harvest to send out laborers for the harvesting.” 
10:1Then Jesus summoned his twelve disciples and gave them authority over unclean 
spirits, to cast them out, and to cure every disease and every sickness. 2These are the 
names of the twelve apostles: first, Simon, also known as Peter, and his brother 
Andrew; James son of Zebedee, and his brother John; 3Philip and Bartholomew; 
Thomas and Matthew the tax collector; James son of Alphaeus, and 
Thaddaeus; 4Simon the Cananaean, and Judas Iscariot, the one who betrayed him. 
5These twelve Jesus sent out with the following instructions: “Go nowhere among the 
Gentiles, and enter no town of the Samaritans, 6but go rather to the lost sheep of the 
house of Israel. 7As you go, proclaim the good news, ‘The dominion of heaven has 
come near.’ 8Cure the sick, raise the dead, cleanse those with leprosy, cast out 
demons. You received without payment; give without payment. [9Take no gold, or 
silver, or copper in your belts, 10no bag for your journey, or two tunics, or sandals, or a 
staff; for laborers deserve their food. 11Whatever town or village you enter, find out who 
in it is worthy, and stay there until you leave. 12As you enter the house, greet it. 13If the 
house is worthy, let your peace come upon it; but if it is not worthy, let your peace 
return to you. 14If anyone will not welcome you or listen to your words, shake off the 
dust from your feet as you leave that house or town. 15Truly I tell you, it will be more 
tolerable for the land of Sodom and Gomorrah on the day of judgment than for that 
town. 
16“See, I am sending you out like sheep into the midst of wolves; so be wise as 
serpents and innocent as doves. 17Beware of them, for they will hand you over to 
councils and flog you in their synagogues; 18and you will be dragged before governors 
and rulers because of me, as a testimony to them and the Gentiles. 19When they hand 
you over, do not worry about how you are to speak or what you are to say; for what 
you are to say will be given to you at that time; 20for it is not you who speak, but the 
Spirit of your Father speaking through you. 21“Brother and sister will betray one another 
to death, and the parent the child, and children will rise against parents and have them 



put to death; 22and you will be hated by all because of my name. But the one who 
endures to the end will be saved. 23When they persecute you in one town, flee to the 
next; for truly I tell you, you will not have gone through all the towns of Israel before the 
Son-of-Man comes.”] 

God’s Word for Today       Pastor Trent Zeitler 

HYMN ELW #712  “Lord, Whose Love in Humble Service”       verses 1-4 
 
1 Lord, whose love in humble service 
 bore the weight of human need, 
 who upon the cross, forsaken, 
 worked your mercy's perfect deed: 
 we, your servants, bring the worship 
 not of voice alone, but heart; 
 consecrating to your purpose 
 ev'ry gift which you impart. 
 
2 Still your children wander homeless; 
 still the hungry cry for bread; 
 still the captives long for freedom; 
 still in grief we mourn our dead. 
 As you, Lord, in deep compassion 
 healed the sick and freed the soul, 
 by your Spirit send your power 
 to our world to make it whole. 
 
3 As we worship, grant us vision, 
 till your love's revealing light 
 in its height and depth and greatness 
 dawns upon our quickened sight, 
 making known the needs and burdens 
 your compassion bids us bear, 
 stirring us to ardent service, 
 your abundant life to share. 
 
4 Called by worship to your service, 
 forth in your dear name we go, 
 to the child, the youth, the aged,  
 love in living deeds to show; 
 hope and health, good will and comfort, 
 counsel, aid and peace we give, 
 that your servants, Lord, in freedom 
 may your mercy know and live. 
 
Text: Albert F. Bayly, 1901-1984       Text © 1961 Oxford University Press.    



Called into unity with one another and the whole creation, let us join together to pray 
for the church, our nation, and for all who are in need, responding to each petition with 
the words, “Graciously hear our prayer.” 

O God, the Holy One of blessing, send your Spirit of care, compassion, and courage  
throughout your church and to all its leaders. Strengthen all the faithful followers of 
Jesus. Your steadfast love is everlasting:  Graciously hear our prayer.  

O God, Holy One of creation, continue your care for the earth. Where there was fire or 
flooding, drought or storm, bring renewal of the land. Bless farmers and protect migrant 
farm workers as they toil in the sun to harvest our food.  Your steadfast love is 
everlasting:  Graciously hear our prayer.  

O God, Holy One of unity, as we commemorate this week the martyrdom of the 
Emanuel Nine, who in 2015 were killed while assembled in their Charleston church for 
Bible study, we pray: end the evils of racism and white supremacy; protect protestors; 
halt those who intend violence; preserve our democracy. Raise up leaders who model 
repentance and reconciliation, and support legislators who seek justice in our land.  
Your steadfast love is everlasting:  Graciously hear our prayer.  

O God, Holy One of compassion, heal the sick, and embrace the fearful. Visit the 
millions who are suffering from the coronavirus. Protect us from another wave of 
disease. Uphold health care workers and medical researchers as they work on our 
behalf. Assist the unemployed in finding a job. Show us how to provide safe housing 
and daily food for the homeless in our nation and around the world.  

We pray also for those we name in our hearts and name now aloud: 

Rusty (Allen), Riley (A), Lindsay (A), Sandy (Anderson), Trudy (Berkhahn), Nancy 
(Bontempo), Shirley (Brandt), Karen & Del (Brewer), Dennis (Buckingham), Eugene 
(Clark), Danielle (Davis), Barbara (Foster), Mike (Grainger), Ruth (Grainger), Joanne 
(Huhta), Cindy & Terry (Kinney), Ellie (Krull), Harold (Larsen), Judy (Larson), Judy 
(LaVine), Natalie (Markham), Francine (Meyer), Ken (Overland), Jodi (P), Michelle 
(Raasch), Mary Lee (Riddle), Matthew (Roque), Alice (Roque-Angermeier), Eric 
(Thorson), Dorothy (Twiton), Kari (Uetz), Aubrey (W), Laddie (Watson), and 
Jeanine.   

We also pray for the family of Alberta Streckert, who was laid to rest this past week.  
Grant them peace, comfort, and hope in the promise of the resurrection.   

For all who are in need, Your steadfast love is everlasting:  Graciously hear our 
prayer.  



O God, Holy One of hope, sustain those who cannot endure their suffering but are led 
only to despair. Pour your grace into their hearts.  Your steadfast love is everlasting: 
Graciously hear our prayer.  

O God, Holy eternal One, we praise you for the lives of all the faithful departed, both 
the famous and the forgotten. At the end of all things, bring to yourself all your 
treasured people, to abide in your presence forever.  Your steadfast love is everlasting: 
Graciously hear our prayer.  

Receive these prayers, O God, and those desires too deep for words, through Jesus 
Christ, our Savior and Lord. 
Amen.  

Let us pray. 

O God of justice and love, we give thanks to you that you illumine our way through life 
with the words of your Son. Give us the light we need, awaken us to the needs of 
others, and at the end bring all the world to your feast; through Jesus Christ, our Savior 
and Lord, to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit, be honor and glory forever. 
Amen. 

Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray:  

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come, Thy 
will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and 
forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead 
us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom and the 
power and the glory forever and ever. Amen.  

The God of hope fill us with all joy and peace, so that we may abound in hope by the 
power of the Holy Spirit.  Amen. 

The God of all grace ☩ bless us now and forever.  Amen. 

Go in peace.  Strive for justice.  Trust the Spirit to give us the words to speak the truth 
in love.  
Thanks be to God…and we will!!! 
 
 
HYMN ELW # 669   “Rise Up, O Saints of God”    verses 1-5 
 
1 Rise up, O saints of God! 
 From vain ambitions turn; 
 Christ rose triumphant that your hearts 
 with nobler zeal might burn. 
 
2 Speak out, O saints of God! 
 Despair engulfs earth's frame; 



 as heirs of God's baptismal grace, 
 the word of hope proclaim. 
 
 
3 Rise up, O saints of God! 
 The kingdom's task embrace; 
 redress sin's cruel consequence; 
 give justice larger place. 
 
4 Give heed, O saints of God! 
 Creation cries in pain; 
 stretch forth your hand of healing now, 
 with love the weak sustain. 
 
5 Commit your hearts to seek 
 the paths which Christ has trod; 
 and, quickened by the Spirit's pow'r, 
 rise up, O saints of God! 
 
Text: Norman O. Forness, b. 1936         Text © Norman O. Forness, admin. Augsburg Fortress. 

 


