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YouTube Worship Service ~ Sunday, May 2, 2021 

Pastor David Raben preaching and Pastor Trent Zeitler presiding 
Welcome and Announcements  
 
Prelude                             “Softly and Tenderly Jesus is Calling”             Peggy Odegaard              

By Will Thompson Arr. By Ted Smith 

Greeting 
 
Alleluia! Christ is Risen. 
Christ is Risen indeed. Alleluia! 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with us 
all. 
Amen. 

Prayer of the Day 

O God, you give us your Son as the vine apart from whom we cannot live. Nourish our life in his 
resurrection, that we may bear the fruit of love and know the fullness of your joy, through Jesus 
Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 
forever. 

First Reading: Acts 8:26-40 
26An angel of the Lord said to Philip, “Get up and go towards the south to the road that goes down 
from Jerusalem to Gaza.” (This is a wilderness road.) 27So Philip got up and went. Now there was an 
Ethiopian eunuch, a court official of the Candace, queen of the Ethiopians, in charge of her entire 
treasury. He had come to Jerusalem to worship 28and was returning home; seated in his chariot, he 
was reading the prophet Isaiah. 29Then the Spirit said to Philip, “Go over to this chariot and join 
it.” 30So Philip ran up to it and heard him reading the prophet Isaiah. Philip asked, “Do you understand 
what you are reading?” 31The eunuch replied, “How can I, unless someone guides me?” And he 
invited Philip to get in and sit beside him. 32Now the passage of the scripture that he was reading was 
this: 
“Like a sheep led to the slaughter, 
and like a lamb silent before its shearer, 
so he does not open his mouth. 
33In his humiliation justice was denied him. 
Who can describe his generation? 
For his life is taken away from the earth.” 
34The eunuch asked Philip, “About whom, may I ask you, does the prophet say this, about himself or 
about someone else?” 35Then Philip began to speak, and starting with this scripture, he proclaimed to 
him the good news about Jesus. 36As they were going along the road, they came to some water; and 
the eunuch said, “Look, here is water! What is to prevent me from being baptized?” 38He commanded 
the chariot to stop, and both of them, Philip and the eunuch, went down into the water, and Philip 
baptized him. 39When they came up out of the water, the Spirit of the Lord snatched Philip away; the 
eunuch saw him no more, and went on his way rejoicing. 40But Philip found himself at Azotus, and as 
he was passing through the region, he proclaimed the good news to all the towns until he came to 
Caesarea. 

  



Psalm:  Psalm 22:25-31 
25From you comes my praise in the great assembly; 
I will perform my vows in the sight of those who fear the LORD. 
26The poor shall eat and be satisfied, 
Let those who seek the LORD give praise! May your hearts live forever! 
27All the ends of the earth shall remember and turn to the LORD; 
all the families of nations shall bow before God. 
28For dominion belongs to the LORD, 
who rules over the nations, 
29Indeed, all who sleep in the earth shall bow down in worship; 
all who go down to the dust, though they be dead, shall kneel before the LORD. 
30Their descendants shall serve the LORD, 
whom they shall proclaim to generations to come. 
31They shall proclaim God’s deliverance to a people yet unborn, 
saying to them, “The | LORD has acted!” 

Second Reading: 1 John 4:7-21 
7Beloved, let us love one another, because love is from God; everyone who loves is born of God and 
knows God. 8Whoever does not love does not know God, for God is love. 9God’s love was revealed 
among us in this way: God sent into the world God’s only Son so that we might live through him. 10In 
this is love, not that we loved God but that God loved us and sent the Son to be the atoning sacrifice 
for our sins. 11Beloved, since God loved us so much, we also ought to love one another. 12No one has 
ever seen God; if we love one another, God lives in us, and God’s love is perfected in us. 
13By this we know that we abide in God and God in us, because we have been given of God’s own 
Spirit. 14And we have seen and do testify that the Father has sent the Son as the Savior of the 
world. 15God abides in those who confess that Jesus is the Son of God, and they abide in God. 16So 
we have known and believe the love that God has for us. 

God is love, and those who abide in love abide in God, and God abides in them. 17Love has been 
perfected among us in this: that we may have boldness on the day of judgment, because as the Son 
is, so are we in this world. 18There is no fear in love, but perfect love casts out fear; for fear has to do 
with punishment, and whoever fears has not reached perfection in love. 19We love because God first 
loved us. 20Those who say, ‘I love God’, and hate their brothers or sisters, are liars; for those who do 
not love a brother or sister whom they have seen, cannot love God whom they have not seen. 21The 
commandment we have from God is this: those who love God must love their brothers and sisters 
also. 

Gospel: John 15:1-8 

 [Jesus said:] 1“I am the true vine, and my Father is the vine grower. 2My Father removes every 
branch in me that bears no fruit. Every branch that bears fruit my Father prunes to make it bear more 
fruit. 3You have already been cleansed by the word that I have spoken to you. 4Abide in me as I abide 
in you. Just as the branch cannot bear fruit by itself unless it abides in the vine, neither can you 
unless you abide in me. 5I am the vine, you are the branches. Those who abide in me and I in them 
bear much fruit, because apart from me you can do nothing. 6Whoever does not abide in me is thrown 
away like a branch and withers; such branches are gathered, thrown into the fire, and burned. 7“If you 
abide in me, and my words abide in you, ask for whatever you wish, and it will be done for you. 8My 
Father is glorified by this, that you bear much fruit and become my disciples.” 

God’s Word for Today                                                                    Pastor David Raben 

Hymn ELW 631 “Love Divine, All Loves Excelling”  



1 Love divine, all loves excelling, 
 Joy of heav'n, to earth come down! 
 Fix in us thy humble dwelling, 
 all thy faithful mercies crown. 
 Jesus, thou art all compassion, 
 pure, unbounded love thou art; 
 visit us with thy salvation, 
 enter ev'ry trembling heart. 
 
2 Breathe, oh, breathe thy loving Spirit 
 into ev'ry troubled breast; 
 let us all in thee inherit; 
 let us find thy promised rest. 
 Take away the love of sinning; 
 Alpha and Omega be; 
 end of faith, as its beginning, 
 set our hearts at liberty. 
 
3 Come, Almighty, to deliver; 
 let us all thy life receive; 
 suddenly return, and never, 
 nevermore thy temples leave. 
 Thee we would be always blessing, 
 serve thee as thy hosts above, 
 pray, and praise thee without ceasing, 
 glory in thy perfect love. 
 
4 Finish then thy new creation, 
 pure and spotless let us be; 
 let us see thy great salvation 
 perfectly restored in thee! 
 Changed from glory into glory, 
 till in heav'n we take our place, 
 till we cast our crowns before thee, 
     lost in wonder, love, and praise! 
Text: Charles Wesley; Music Rowland H. Prichard; Text: Public Domain; Music: 2020 PraiseCharts Publishing CCKI Song # 7156028 

Prayers of God’s People 
 
On this fifth Sunday of Easter, let us unite in Christ to pray for all in any need, responding to each 
petition with the words “Make us one in you.” 

God of triune mystery, as you have formed your church to be one fruitful vine, strengthen our 
churches and our ecumenical connections with Christians down the road and around the globe. 

Hear our prayer, O loving God: 
Make us one in you.   

As you blessed Philip the evangelist, nurture our missionaries and theologians, our seminaries, and 
our Christian education programs for all ages. 

Hear our prayer, O enlightening God: 
Make us one in you.   



As you brought the Ethiopian eunuch to baptism, lead all Christian communities to welcome people of 
each sexual identity, every skin color, and all national backgrounds. 

Hear our prayer, O embracing God: 
Make us one in you.   

As you created an earth with countless forms of plant and animal life, train us to honor and maintain 
the bountiful earth that you intend for us and future generations. 

Hear our prayer, O creating God: 
Make us one in you.   

As you have provided food and drink for humankind, give to all persons wisdom in their use of wine, 
and strengthen recovering alcoholics in maintaining their sobriety. 

Hear our prayer, O empowering God: 
Make us one in you.   

As you call humankind to live in love with one another, bring peace to nations, to neighborhoods, and 
to homes. Protect the oppressed and the vulnerable in every land, show us the path to nonviolence in 
all things. 

Hear our prayer, O reconciling God: 
Make us one in you.   

As you have promised to hear the cries of all the needy, listen now to the countless people around 
the world who are suffering from sickness, from the coronavirus, from injustice, from abuse, from 
starvation, and from deep grief. Hear our pleas for the people of India. We pray especially for. . . . 

Kyle (Adlon), Rusty (Allen), Lindsay (A), Trudy (Berkhahn), Nancy (Bontempo), Shirley (Brandt), 
Karen & Del (Brewer), Dennis (Buckingham), Eugene (Clark), Danielle (Davis), Linda (Freier), Mike 
(Grainger), Ruth (Grainger), Mathilde (Hannemann), Larry (Hopp), Terry (Kinney), Jean (Klansky), 
Ellie (Krull), Judy (Larson), Natalie (Markham), Francine (Meyer), Sarah (M), Ken (Overland), Jodi 
(P), Elaine (Roalkvan), Matthew (Roque), Alice (Roque-Angermeier), Troy, Deanna, Lexi, & Laci 
(Schiesser), Eric (Thorson), Kari (Uetz), Dawn (Vos), Aubrey (W), Jeanine, and the family of 
Dorothy Twiton. 

Hear our prayer, O healing God: 
Make us one in you.   

As you have sustained each of us in your love, receive now the silent petitions of our hearts. 

Hear our prayer, O abiding God: 
Make us one in you.   

We remember those who have died in the faith, especially our beloved sister Dorothy Twiton, who 
entered her heavenly rest this past week, and all those we name in our hearts. As you have promised 
to bring your people into your strong and tender embrace, preserve us until we enter with all the 
saints into your everlasting mercy. 

Hear our prayer, O eternal God: 
Make us one in you.   

Into your hands, O living God, we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in your mercy, through 
your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 
Amen. 



Lord’s Prayer                          

Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us: 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done on 
earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses as we 
forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from 
evil. For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. 
Amen.                                               
 
Blessing and Sending 
 
May our glorious God grant us a spirit of wisdom 
to know and to love the risen Lord Jesus. 

The God of life, 
Father, + Son and Holy Spirit, bless us now and forever. 
Amen. 

Alleluia!  Christ is Risen. 
Christ is Risen indeed.  Alleluia! 

Go in peace.  Share the good news! 
Thanks be to God… and we will!!! 
 
Hymn ELW 881 “Let All Things Now Living” 

1 Let all things now living 
 a song of thanksgiving 
 to God the creator triumphantly raise, 
 who fashioned and made us, 
 protected and stayed us, 
 who still guides us on to the end of our days. 
 God's banners are o'er us, 
 God's light goes before us, 
 a pillar of fire shining forth in the night, 
 till shadows have vanished 
 and darkness is banished, 
 as forward we travel from light into light. 
  
2 God rules all the forces: 
 the stars in their courses 
 and sun in its orbit obediently shine; 
 the hills and the mountains, 
 the rivers and fountains, 
 the deeps of the ocean proclaim God divine. 
 We too should be voicing 
 our love and rejoicing; 
 with glad adoration a song let us raise 
 till all things now living 
 unite in thanksgiving: 
     "To God in the highest, hosanna and praise!         
Text: Katherine K. Davis; Music: Welsh Folk Tune; © 1939, 1966 E.C. Schirmer Music Company; CCLI Song # 4445649 



 

 


