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The Second Sunday of Easter  

Bishop Gerald Mansholt and The ECSW Synod Staff 

Welcome  

Thanksgiving for Baptism 

Hymn   “The Day of Resurrection”   ELW #361  
 
The day of resurrection! Earth, tell it out abroad, the passover of gladness, the passover of 
God.  From death to life eternal, from sin's dominion free, our Christ has brought us over 
with hymns of victory. 
 
Let hearts be purged of evil that we may see aright the Lord in rays eternal of resurrection 
light, and list'ning to his accents, may hear, so calm and plain, his own "All hail!" and 
hearing, may raise the glad refrain. 
 
Now let the heav'ns be joyful, let earth its song begin, the round world keep high triumph and 
all that is therein.  Let all things, seen and unseen, their notes of gladness blend; for Christ 
the Lord has risen, our joy that has no end! 
 
All praise to God the Father, all praise to Christ the Son, all praise to God the Spirit, eternal 
Three in One! Let all the ransomed number fall down before the throne, and honor, pow'r, 
and glory 
ascribe to God alone! 
 
Text: John of Damascus, c. 696-c. 754; tr. John Mason Neale, 1818-1866, alt. 
 
Greeting 

Prayer of the Day 

Almighty and eternal God, the strength of those who believe and the hope of those who doubt, may 
we, who have not seen, have faith in you and receive the fullness of Christ’s blessing, who lives and 
reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
Amen. 

Readings 

First Reading: Acts 2:14a, 22-32 

14aPeter, standing with the eleven, raised his voice and addressed [the crowd], 22“You that are 
Israelites, listen to what I have to say: Jesus of Nazareth, a man attested to you by God with deeds 
of power, wonders, and signs that God did through him among you, as you yourselves know—23this 
man, handed over to you according to the definite plan and foreknowledge of God, you crucified and 
killed by the hands of those outside the law. 24But God raised him up, having freed him from death, 
because it was impossible for him to be held in its power. 25For David says concerning him,  



 ‘I saw the Lord always before me, for he is at my right hand so that I will not be shaken; 
 26therefore my heart was glad, and my tongue rejoiced; moreover my flesh will live in hope. 
 27For you will not abandon my soul to Hades, or let your Holy One experience corruption. 
 28You have made known to me the ways of life; you will make me full of gladness with your 
presence.’ 29“Fellow Israelites, I may say to you confidently of our ancestor David that he both died 
and was buried, and his tomb is with us to this day. 30Since he was a prophet, he knew that God had 
sworn with an oath to him that he would put one of his descendants on his throne. 31Foreseeing this, 
David spoke of the resurrection of the Messiah, saying, ‘He was not abandoned to Hades, nor did 
his flesh experience corruption.’32This Jesus God raised up, and of that all of us are witnesses.” 
 
Psalm: Psalm 16 
1 Protect me, O God, for in you I take refuge. 2 I say to the Lord, “You are my Lord; I have no good 
apart from you.”  3 As for the holy ones in the land, they are the noble, in whom is all my delight. 
4 Those who choose another god multiply their sorrows; their drink offerings of blood I will not pour 
out or take their names upon my lips.  5 The Lord is my chosen portion and my cup; you hold my lot. 
6 The boundary lines have fallen for me in pleasant places; I have a goodly heritage.  7 I bless 
the Lord who gives me counsel; in the night also my heart instructs me.  8 I keep the Lord always 
before me; because he is at my right hand, I shall not be moved.  9 Therefore my heart is glad, and 
my soul rejoices; my body also rests secure.  10 For you do not give me up to Sheol, or let your 
faithful one see the Pitt. 11 You show me the path of life.  In your presence there is fullness of joy; 
in your right hand are pleasures forevermore. 
 
Second Reading: 1 Peter 1:3-9 
 
3Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ! By his great mercy he has given us a new 
birth into a living hope through the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead, 4and into an 
inheritance that is imperishable, undefiled, and unfading, kept in heaven for you, 5who are being 
protected by the power of God through faith for a salvation ready to be revealed in the last time. 6In 
this you rejoice, even if now for a little while you have had to suffer various trials, 7so that the 
genuineness of your faith—being more precious than gold that, though perishable, is tested by fire—
may be found to result in praise and glory and honor when Jesus Christ is revealed. 8Although you 
have not seen him, you love him; and even though you do not see him now, you believe in him and 
rejoice with an indescribable and glorious joy, 9for you are receiving the outcome of your faith, the 
salvation of your souls. 

Gospel: John 20:19-31 

19When it was evening on that day, the first day of the week, and the doors of the house where the 
disciples had met were locked for fear of the Jews, Jesus came and stood among them and said, 
“Peace be with you.” 20After he said this, he showed them his hands and his side. Then the disciples 
rejoiced when they saw the Lord. 21Jesus said to them again, “Peace be with you. As the Father has 
sent me, so I send you.” 22When he had said this, he breathed on them and said to them, “Receive 
the Holy Spirit. 23If you forgive the sins of any, they are forgiven them; if you retain the sins of any, 
they are retained.” 
      24But Thomas (who was called the Twin), one of the twelve, was not with them when Jesus 
came. 25So the other disciples told him, “We have seen the Lord.” But he said to them, “Unless I see 
the mark of the nails in his hands, and put my finger in the mark of the nails and my hand in his side, 
I will not believe.” 
  26A week later his disciples were again in the house, and Thomas was with them. Although the 
doors were shut, Jesus came and stood among them and said, “Peace be with you.” 27Then he said 
to Thomas, “Put your finger here and see my hands. Reach out your hand and put it in my side. Do 
not doubt but believe.” 28Thomas answered him, “My Lord and my God!” 29Jesus said to him, “Have 



you believed because you have seen me? Blessed are those who have not seen and yet have come 
to believe.” 
  30Now Jesus did many other signs in the presence of his disciples, which are not written in this 
book. 31But these are written so that you may come to believe that Jesus is the Messiah, the Son of 
God, and that through believing you may have life in his name. 
 
God’s Word for Today     Bishop Gerald Mansholt 
 
Hymn   “Now All the Vault of Heaven Resounds”  ELW #367 
 
 
Now all the vault of heav'n resounds in praise of love that still abounds: "Christ has 
triumphed! He is living!"  Sing, choirs of angels, loud and clear!  Repeat their song of glory 
here: "Christ has triumphed! He is living!"  Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia! 
 
Eternal is the gift he brings, therefore our heart with rapture sings: "Christ has triumphed! He 
is living!"  Now still he comes to give us life and by his presence stills all strife.  "Christ has 
triumphed! He is living!"  Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia! 
 
Oh, fill us, Lord, with dauntless love; set heart and will on things above that we conquer 
through your triumph; grant grace sufficient for life's day that by our lives we truly say: 
"Christ has triumphed! He is living!"  Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia! 
 
Adoring praises now we bring and with the heav'nly blessed sing:  "Christ has triumphed! 
Alleluia!"  Be to the Father, and our Lord, to Spirit blest, most holy God, all the glory, never 
ending!  Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia! 
 
Text: Paul Z. Strodach, 1876-1947, alt. Text © 1958 Service Book and Hymnal, admin. Augsburg Fortress.  Duplication in any form 
prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator. 
 

Prayers of God’s People 
Prior to the Lord’s Prayer, let us pause the video and pray from our homes the following petition: 
Compassionate and loving God, we pray for all in any need.  We lift up to you those we remember in 
our hearts and those whom we now name aloud: 
  
Rusty (Allen), Riley (A), Lindsay (A), Sandy (Anderson), Trudy (Berkhahn), Nancy (Bontempo), 
Shirley (Brandt), Karen & Del (Brewer), Dennis (Buckingham), Eugene (Clark), Danielle (Davis), 
Barbara (Foster), Mike (Grainger), Ruth (Grainger), Joanne (Huhta), Cindy & Terry (Kinney), Ellie 
(Krull), Harold (Larsen), Judy (Larson), Judy (LaVine), Natalie (Markham), Francine (Meyer), Ken 
(Overland), Jodi (P), Michelle (Raasch), Mary Lee (Riddle), Matthew (Roque), Alice (Roque-
Angermeier), Alberta (Streckert), Eric (Thorson), Dorothy (Twiton), Kari (Uetz), Aubrey (W), 
Laddie (Watson), and Jeanine.  
Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great. 
 
Lord’s Prayer 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done 
on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses 
as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us 
from evil.  For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever.                                            
Amen. 



Benediction 

Dismissal 
Go in peace.  Christ is with you. 
Thanks be to God! 
 
Hymn  “Christ is Alive! Let Christians Sing”   ELW#389 
 
Christ is alive! Let Christians sing.  The cross stands empty to the sky.  Let streets and 
homes with praises ring.  Love, drowned in death, shall never die. 
 
Christ is alive! No longer bound to distant years in Palestine, but saving, healing, here and 
now, and touching ev’ry place and time. 
 
In ev’ry insult, rift, and war, where color, scorn, or wealth divide, Christ suffers still, yet loves 
the more, and lives, where even hope has died. 
 
Women and men, in age and youth, can feel the Spirit, hear the call, and find the way, the life, 
the truth, revealed in Jesus, freed for all. 
 
Christ is alive, and comes to bring good news to this and every age, till earth and sky and 
ocean ring with joy, with justice, love, and praise. 
 
Text: Brian A. Wren, b. 1936 Text © 1975, rev. 1995 Hope Publishing Company, Carol Stream, IL 60188. All rights reserved. Used by 
permission.  Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator. 
 
 


