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By John Zundel Arr. By Lawrence Grant 

Call to Worship 
 
Today in worship, we will be reminded that again and again, we are called to listen. This is part of our 
invitation as people of faith—to not only speak, pray, and sing, but to listen.  And I will be the first to 
say, listening is hard. From our toddler years on up, we struggle to listen, particularly when we 
don’t know what we’re listening for or we don’t agree with what we’re hearing.  So, for just a moment, 
as we gather ourselves for worship, I want to invite you to join me in a kinesthetic call to worship by 
embodying our prayer as I prompt you.  
 
Let us listen, let us pray: 
Family of faith, I invite you to close your eyes.  Rest your feet on the floor beneath you.  Release any 
tension you are holding—in your jaw, your neck, your shoulders, your hands, your legs, your feet. 
Take a deep breath in and slowly let it out.  The Hebrew word for breath (ruach) is the same word for 
Spirit.  So, as you breathe, imagine that it is God who is filling up your lungs with energy and love. 
Trust that God is as close as your very breath.  Now I invite you to still your mind. Imagine your mind 
as a river.  Thoughts will drift into view; they always do.  However, instead of holding onto those 
thoughts, allow yourself to let them float by.  And listen.  Listen deep.  Listen far.  Listen wide.  Listen. 
The sound of your breath is the sound of the Divine.  This is a holy space. 
Let us worship God. 
 
Greeting 
 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with us 
all. 
Amen. 

Prayer of the Day 

Let us pray. 

O God, by the passion of your blessed Son you made an instrument of shameful death to be for us 
the means of life. Grant us so to glory in the cross of Christ that we may gladly suffer shame and loss 
for the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the 
Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
Amen. 

First Reading:  Genesis 17:1-7, 15-16 
1When Abram was ninety-nine years old, the LORD appeared to Abram, and said to him, “I am God 
Almighty; walk before me, and be blameless. 2And I will make my covenant between me and you, and 
will make you exceedingly numerous.” 3Then Abram fell on his face; and God said to him, 4“As for 
me, this is my covenant with you: You shall be the ancestor of a multitude of nations. 5No longer shall 
your name be Abram, but your name shall be Abraham; for I have made you the ancestor of a 
multitude of nations. 6I will make you exceedingly fruitful; and I will make nations of you, and kings 
shall come from you. 7I will establish my covenant between me and you, and your offspring after you 



throughout their generations, for an everlasting covenant, to be God to you and to your offspring after 
you.” 
15God said to Abraham, “As for Sarai your wife, you shall not call her Sarai, but Sarah shall be her 
name. 16I will bless her, and moreover I will give you a son by her. I will bless her, and she shall give 
rise to nations; kings of peoples shall come from her.” 

Psalm 22:23-31 
23You who fear the LORD, give praise! All you of Jacob’s line, give glory. 
Stand in awe of the LORD, all you offspring of Israel. 
24For the LORD does not despise nor abhor the poor in their poverty; 
neither is the LORD ‘s face hidden from them; 
but when they cry out, the LORD hears them. 
25From you comes my praise in the great assembly; 
I will perform my vows in the sight of those who fear the LORD. 
26The poor shall eat and be satisfied, 
Let those who seek the LORD give praise! May your hearts live forever! 
27All the ends of the earth shall remember and turn to the LORD; 
all the families of nations shall bow before God. 
28For dominion belongs to the LORD, 
who rules over the nations. 
29Indeed, all who sleep in the earth shall bow down in worship; 
all who go down to the dust, though they be dead, shall kneel before the LORD. 
30Their descendants shall serve the LORD, 
whom they shall proclaim to generations to come. 
31They shall proclaim God’s deliverance to a people yet unborn, 
saying to them, “The LORD has acted!” 

Second Reading: Romans 4:13-25 
13The promise that Abraham would inherit the world did not come to him or to his descendants 
through the law but through the righteousness of faith. 14If it is the adherents of the law who are to be 
the heirs, faith is null and the promise is void. 15For the law brings wrath; but where there is no law, 
neither is there violation. 
16For this reason it depends on faith, in order that the promise may rest on grace and be guaranteed 
to all Abraham’s descendants, not only to the adherents of the law but also to those who share the 
faith of Abraham (for he is the father of all of us, 17as it is written, “I have made you the father of many 
nations”)—in the presence of the God in whom Abraham believed, who gives life to the dead and 
calls into existence the things that do not exist. 18Hoping against hope, Abraham believed that he 
would become “the father of many nations,” according to what was said, “So numerous shall your 
descendants be.” 19He did not weaken in faith when he considered his own body, which was already 
as good as dead (for he was about a hundred years old), or when he considered the barrenness of 
Sarah’s womb. 20No distrust made Abraham waver concerning the promise of God, but he grew 
strong in his faith as he gave glory to God, 21being fully convinced that God was able to do what God 
had promised. 22Therefore his faith “was reckoned to him as righteousness.” 23Now the words, “it was 
reckoned to him,” were written not for his sake alone, 24but for ours also. It will be reckoned to us who 
believe in the one who raised Jesus our Lord from the dead, 25who was handed over to death for our 
trespasses and was raised for our justification. 

 

 



Gospel: Mark 8:31-38 
31Jesus began to teach them that the Son-of-Man must undergo great suffering, and be rejected by 
the elders, the chief priests, and the scribes, and be killed, and after three days rise again. 32Jesus 
said all this quite openly. And Peter took him aside and began to rebuke him. 33But turning and 
looking at his disciples, Jesus rebuked Peter and said, “Get behind me, Satan! For you are setting 
your mind not on divine things but on human things.” 
34He called the crowd with his disciples, and said to them, “If any want to become my followers, let 
them deny themselves and take up their cross and follow me. 35For those who want to save their life 
will lose it, and those who lose their life for my sake, and for the sake of the gospel, will save it. 36For 
what will it profit them to gain the whole world and forfeit their life? 37Indeed, what can they give in 
return for their life? 38Those who are ashamed of me and of my words in this adulterous and sinful 
generation, of them the Son-of-Man will also be ashamed when he comes in the glory of his Father 
with the holy angels.” 

God’s Word for Today              Pastor Howard Batt 

Hymn ELW 335 “Jesus, Keep Me Near The Cross”  
 
1 Jesus, keep me near the cross, 
 there's a precious fountain; 
 free to all, a healing stream 
 flows from Calv'ry's mountain. 
 
Refrain 
 In the cross, in the cross 
 be my glory ever; 
 till my ransomed soul shall find 
 rest beyond the river. 
 
2 Near the cross, a trembling soul, 
 love and mercy found me; 
 there the bright and morning star 
 sheds its beams around me.  Refrain 
 
3 Near the cross! O Lamb of God, 
 bring its scenes before me; 
 help me walk from day to day 
 with its shadow o'er me.  Refrain 
 
4 Near the cross I'll watch and wait, 
 hoping, trusting ever, 
 till I reach the golden strand 

just beyond the river.  Refrain 
 
Text: Fanny Crosby, Music: William H Doane; CCLI Song #36736; Text & music: Public Domain 
 
Prayers of God’s People 

On this second Sunday in Lent, let us pray for the church and for all people in need, responding to 
each petition with words from today’s psalm, “hear us, we pray.” 



God of mercy and might, bless your church throughout the world. Uphold those believers who suffer 
for the sake of your gospel. Strengthen the faith of all the baptized, and make your presence felt by 
those unable to assemble for worship.  When we cry out, O faithful God, 
hear us, we pray.  

Bless the earth. Save the animals and their habitats from wild and uncontrolled weather. Teach 
humanity to live respectful of nature and to join you in tending to creation’s well-being.  When we cry 
out, O wondrous God, 
hear us, we pray.  

Bless the nations of the world. Raise up advocates for peace and justice within and between nations. 
Give life where hope seems dead; call into existence new realities we cannot even imagine. Lead all 
people around the world to receive the COVID-19 vaccine with gratitude to you. Grant to our 
Congress the wisdom and the will to improve the lives of all our residents.  When we cry out, O 
righteous God, 
hear us, we pray.  

Bless all who suffer in body, mind, and spirit. We beg that you bring an end to the pandemic. Restore 
medical systems, and comfort all who are sick or dying. Lead us out of the practices of discrimination. 
Bring vindication for victims of injustice and relief to oppressed minorities. We remember before you:    

Kyle (Adlon), Rusty (Allen), Lindsay (A), Trudy (Berkhahn), Nancy (Bontempo), Shirley (Brandt), 
John (Breider), Karen & Del (Brewer), Dennis (Buckingham), Eugene (Clark), Danielle (Davis), 
Mike (Grainger), Ruth (Grainger), Cindy & Terry (Kinney), Ellie (Krull), Judy (Larson), Natalie 
(Markham), Francine (Meyer), Ken (Overland), Jodi (P), Elaine (Roalkvan), Matthew (Roque), Alice 
(Roque-Angermeier), Troy, Deanna, Lexi, & Laci (Schiesser), Eric (Thorson), Dorothy (Twiton), 
Kari (Uetz), Aubrey (W), Mike (Zolnosky), and Jeanine.   

When we cry out, O benevolent God, 
hear us, we pray.  

Bless families: those in our community, those waiting at national borders, those whose struggles are 
known only to you. Keep children safe; sustain expectant parents and those facing infertility; protect 
women in childbirth. Accompany everyone who lives alone. Equip the ministries and services of 
church and state that attend to families in their needs.  When we cry out, O loving God, 
hear us, we pray.  

Fill each one of us with hope, and receive our personal prayers.  (Raise up your own prayers)  When 
we cry out, O gracious God, 
hear us, we pray.  

Praises to you, O God, for centuries of saints whose faithfulness inspires our Lenten journey. Bless 
those who mourn the half million dead of the virus. Be our way, our truth, our life, and strengthen our 
faith in the gift of your final salvation.  When we cry out, O everlasting God, 
hear us, we pray.  

We entrust ourselves and all our prayers to you, O God, holy and mighty, holy and immortal, through 
Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 
Amen. 

Lord’s Prayer                          

Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us: 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done on 
earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses as we 



forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from 
evil. For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. 
Amen.                                               
 
Blessing and Sending 
 
As you leave this space, 
May your mouth speak of God’s goodness. 
May your arms hold those in need. 
May your feet walk toward justice. 
May your heart trust its worth. 
May your soul dance in God’s grace. 
And may this be your rhythm— 
Again and again and again, 
Until God’s promised day. 
In the name of the Lover, ☩	the Beloved, and Love itself, 
Amen. 
 
Go with courage, go with heart, go in peace. 
 
Thanks be to God….and we will !!! 
 
Hymn ELW 758 “You Are The Way”  
 
1 You are the way; to you alone 
 from sin and death we flee; 
 all those who search for God, you find 
 and by your grace set free. 
 
2 You are the truth; your word alone 
 true wisdom can impart; 
 you only can inform the mind 
 and purify the heart. 
 
3 You are the life; the rending tomb 
 proclaims your conqu'ring arm; 
 and those who put their trust in you 
 not death nor hell shall harm. 
 
4 You are the way, the truth, the life;  
 grant us that way to know, 
 that truth to keep, that life to win, 

whose joys eternal flow. 
 
Text: George W. Doane; Music: Psalter, Edinburgh; Music & Text; Public Domain; CCLI Song #805527 
 


