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Pastor Trent Zeitler 
Welcome and Announcements  
 
Prelude “Bringing in the Sheaves ”    Peggy Odegaard                          

By George Minor Arr. By Sid Richardson 

Greeting 
 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with us 
all.  Amen. 

Prayer of the Day 

Let us pray. 

Almighty God, gracious Lord, we thank you that your Holy Spirit renews the church in every age. Pour 
out your Holy Spirit on your faithful people. Keep them steadfast in your word, protect and comfort 
them in times of trial, defend them against all enemies of the gospel, and bestow on the church your 
saving peace, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy 
Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
Amen. 

First Reading: Jeremiah 31:31-34 
 
31The days are surely coming, says the Lord, when I will make a new covenant with the house of 
Israel and the house of Judah. 32It will not be like the covenant that I made with their ancestors when I 
took them by the hand to bring them out of the land of Egypt—a covenant that they broke, though I 
was their husband, says the Lord. 33But this is the covenant that I will make with the house of Israel 
after those days, says the Lord: I will put my law within them, and I will write it on their hearts; and I 
will be their God, and they shall be my people. 34No longer shall they teach one another, or say to 
each other, “Know the Lord,” for they shall all know me, from the least of them to the greatest, says 
the Lord; for I will forgive their iniquity, and remember their sin no more. 

Psalm: Psalm 46 
 
 1God is our refuge and strength, 
  a very present help in trouble. 
 2Therefore we will not fear, though the earth be moved, 
  and though the mountains shake in the depths of the sea; 
 3though its waters rage and foam, 
  and though the mountains tremble with its tumult. 
 4There is a river whose streams make glad the city of God, 
  the holy habitation of the Most High. 
 5God is in the midst of the city; it shall not be shaken; 
  God shall help it at the break of day. 
 6The nations rage, and the kingdoms shake; 
  God speaks, and the earth melts away.  
 7The Lord of hosts is with us; 
  the God of Jacob is our stronghold. 
 8Come now, regard the works of the Lord, 



  what desolations God has brought upon the earth; 
 9behold the one who makes war to cease in all the world; 
  who breaks the bow, and shatters the spear, and burns the shields with fire. 
 10“Be still, then, and know that I am God; 
  I will be exalted among the nations; I will be exalted in the earth.” 
 11The Lord of hosts is with us; 
  the God of Jacob is our stronghold.  

Second Reading: Romans 3:19-28 
 
19Now we know that whatever the law says, it speaks to those who are under the law, so that every 
mouth may be silenced, and the whole world may be held accountable to God. 20For “no human being 
will be justified in his sight” by deeds prescribed by the law, for through the law comes the knowledge 
of sin. 
 
  21But now, apart from law, the righteousness of God has been disclosed, and is attested by the law 
and the prophets, 22the righteousness of God through faith in Jesus Christ for all who believe. For 
there is no distinction, 23since all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God; 24they are now 
justified by his grace as a gift, through the redemption that is in Christ Jesus, 25whom God put forward 
as a sacrifice of atonement by his blood, effective through faith. He did this to show his 
righteousness, because in his divine forbearance he had passed over the sins previously 
committed; 26it was to prove at the present time that he himself is righteous and that he justifies the 
one who has faith in Jesus. 
  27Then what becomes of boasting? It is excluded. By what law? By that of works? No, but by the 
law of faith. 28For we hold that a person is justified by faith apart from works prescribed by the law. 

Gospel: John 8:31-36 
 
31Jesus said to the Jews who had believed in him, “If you continue in my word, you are truly my 
disciples; 32and you will know the truth, and the truth will make you free.” 33They answered him, “We 
are descendants of Abraham and have never been slaves to anyone. What do you mean by saying, 
‘You will be made free’?” 
  34Jesus answered them, “Very truly, I tell you, everyone who commits sin is a slave to sin. 35The 
slave does not have a permanent place in the household; the son has a place there forever. 36So if 
the Son makes you free, you will be free indeed.” 
 
God’s Word for Today                                                                                        Pastor Trent Zeitler 
 
HYMN ELW 504   “A Mighty Fortress” 
 
1 A mighty fortress is our God, 
 a sword and shield victorious; 
 he breaks the cruel oppressor's rod 
 and wins salvation glorious. 
 The old satanic foe 
 has sworn to work us woe! 
 With craft and dreadful might  
 he arms himself to fight. 
 On earth he has no equal. 
 
2 No strength of ours can match his might! 
 We would be lost, rejected. 



 But now a champion comes to fight, 
 whom God himself elected. 
 You ask who this may be? 
 The Lord of hosts is he! 
 Christ Jesus, mighty Lord, 
 God's only Son, adored. 
 He holds the field victorious. 
 
3 Though hordes of devils fill the land 
 all threat'ning to devour us, 
 we tremble not, unmoved we stand; 
 they cannot overpow'r us. 
 Let this world's tyrant rage; 
 in battle we'll engage! 
 His might is doomed to fail; 
 God's judgment must prevail! 
 One little word subdues him. 
 
4 God's Word forever shall abide, 
 no thanks to foes, who fear it; 
 for God himself fights by our side 
 with weapons of the Spirit. 
 Were they to take our house, 
 goods, honor, child, or spouse, 
 though life be wrenched away, 
 they cannot win the day. 
 The kingdom's ours forever! 
 
A Mighty Fortress is our God (verses 1-4).  Text and music: Martin Luther translated Fredrick H. Hedge copyright holder 
Augsburg Fortress; Public Domain; CCLI Song #5203385 
 

Prayers of God’s People 

As we commemorate the Reformation this year, we do so in a time of pandemic. With the ecumenical 
and global family, we bring our prayers for healing. And we join with our siblings of other communions 
in joint service to the neighbor, in restraint and vigilance, and in shared witness. Let us now pray for 
the world, the church and all those in need, responding to each petition with the words, “Hear our 
prayer.” 

God of mercy, throughout history your goodness prevails, open the hearts of all people to discover 
the deep bond of community and love for one another. Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 

God of peace, bend that which is inflexible, the identity barriers that divide, the attachments that 
thwart reconciliation. Bring peace in this world and restore wholeness among us.  Lord, in your mercy,  
hear our prayer. 

God, our healer, come to our aid as COVID-19 continues to spread, heal those who are sick, protect 
families and friends from being infected. Support those in public health and medical services. 
Strengthen our resolve to eradicate all diseases.  Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 

God, our comforter, walk alongside us in our suffering, grant us hope, and lift us up, especially those 
whom we name before you now:  



Rusty (Allen), Riley (A), Lindsay (A), Trudy (Berkhahn), Nancy (Bontempo), Shirley (Brandt), 
Evelyn (Breider), John (Breider), Karen & Del (Brewer), Dennis (Buckingham), Eugene (Clark), 
Danielle (Davis), Mike (Grainger), Ruth (Grainger), Joanne (Huhta), Cindy & Terry (Kinney), Ellie 
(Krull), Judy (Larson), Natalie (Markham), Christina (Madsen), Janet & Roger (Mettelman) 
Francine (Meyer), Ken (Overland), Jodi (P), Michelle (Raasch), Mary Lee (Riddle), Elaine 
(Roalkvan), Matthew (Roque), Alice (Roque-Angermeier), Troy, Deanna, Lexi, & Laci (Schiesser), 
Eric (Thorson), Dorothy (Twiton), Kari (Uetz), Aubrey (W), Laddie (Watson), Judy (Zeitler), Julie 
(Zeitler), and Jeanine.    

Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 

God our judge, swiftly enact your justice for those suffering under the power of evil and every form of 
oppression and greed.  Liberate us with the truth and grant new life to all.  Lord, in your mercy, hear 
our prayer. 

God, our rock and fortress, protect the most vulnerable among us: the aged, the disabled, the 
refugee, the homeless and the hungry, the unemployed, and the orphaned. Help us always to defend 
human rights and dignity. Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 

God, our creator, all creation cries out.  Teach us how to conserve rather than consume and to live in 
harmony with your good creation.  Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 

God of mercy, strengthen and protect those who are persecuted for faith in you and those of other 
faiths who suffer persecution.  Give us the courage to profess our faith.  Lord, in your mercy, hear 
our prayer. 

God of life, heal painful memories, transform complacency and indifference, inspire and sustain our 
journey from conflict to communion, and help us to listen to and follow the truth, your Son, Jesus 
Christ.  Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 

God our sustenance, bring us together at your table. Turn us to you and one another. Nurture within 
and among us a communion rooted in your love. Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 

Into your hands, gracious God, we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in your mercy; through 
Jesus Christ, our Lord and Savior. 
Amen. 

Lord’s Prayer                          

God, in heaven and on earth; In the sure and certain hope that nothing can separate us from your 
love, hear us as we pray the prayer Jesus taught us: 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done on 
earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses as we 
forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from 
evil. For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. 
Amen.                                               
 
Blessing and Sending 

God, creator of all things, speaking reformation into being; 
Jesus Christ, savior of the world, raising the dead; 
Holy Spirit, living voice, calling and enlightening the church: 
Almighty God, Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit, 
bless you now and forever. 
Amen. 



 
Go in peace.  Live in the way of truth.  Serve the Lord. 
Thanks be to God…and we will!!! 
 
Hymn ELW 729 “The Church of Christ, in Every Age”  
 
1 The church of Christ, in ev'ry age 
 beset by change, but Spirit-led, 
 must claim and test its heritage 
 and keep on rising from the dead. 
 
2 Across the world, across the street, 
 the victims of injustice cry 
 for shelter and for bread to eat, 
 and never live before they die. 
 
3 Then let the servant church arise, 
 a caring church that longs to be 
 a partner in Christ's sacrifice, 
 and clothed in Christ's humanity. 
 
4 For he alone, whose blood was shed, 
 can cure the fever in our blood, 
 and teach us how to share our bread 
 and feed the starving multitude. 
 
5 We have no mission but to serve 
 in full obedience to our Lord; 
 to care for all, without reserve, 
 and spread his liberating word. 
 
 
The Church of Christ in Every Age (verses 1-5)  Text: Fred Pratt Green. Music: William Knapp; Text (c) 1971 Hope 
Publishing CCLI Song #2564481; all rights reserved. Used by permission. 
 
 
 



 


