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Pastor Trent Zeitler presiding 
Welcome and Announcements  
 
Prelude                                   “ Battle Hymn of the Republic”         Peggy Odegaard                   

By Mark Hayes 

Greeting 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with us 
all. 
Amen. 

Prayer of the Day 

Let us pray. 

Almighty Creator and ever-living God: we worship your glory, eternal Three-in-One, and we praise 
your power, majestic One-in-Three. Keep us steadfast in this faith, defend us in all adversity, and 
bring us at last into your presence, where you live in endless joy and love, Father, Son, and Holy 
Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
Amen. 

Gospel: John 3:1-17 
1Now there was a Pharisee named Nicodemus, a leader of the Jewish people. 2He came to Jesus by 
night and said to him, “Rabbi, we know that you are a teacher who has come from God; for no one 
can do these signs that you do apart from the presence of God.’ 3Jesus answered him, “Very truly, I 
tell you, no one can see the dominion of God without being born from above.” 4Nicodemus said to 
Jesus, “How can anyone be born after having grown old? Can one enter a second time into the 
mother’s womb and be born?” Jesus answered, “Very truly, I tell you, no one can enter the dominion 
of God without being born of water and Spirit. 6What is born of the flesh is flesh, and what is born of 
the Spirit is spirit. 7Do not be astonished that I said to you, ‘You must be born from above.’ 8The wind 
blows where it chooses, and you hear the sound of it, but you do not know where it comes from or 
where it goes. So it is with everyone who is born of the Spirit.” 9Nicodemus said to Jesus, “How can 
these things be?” 10Jesus answered him, “Are you a teacher of Israel, and yet you do not understand 
these things? 
11“Very truly, I tell you, we speak of what we know and testify to what we have seen; yet you do not 
receive our testimony. 12If I have told you about earthly things and you do not believe, how can you 
believe if I tell you about heavenly things? 13No one has ascended into heaven except the one who 
descended from heaven, the Son-of-Man. 14And just as Moses lifted up the serpent in the wilderness, 
so must the Son-of-Man be lifted up, 15that whoever believes in him may have eternal life. 
16“For God loved the world in this way, that God gave the Son, the only begotten one, so that 
everyone who believes in him may not perish but may have eternal life. 
17“Indeed, God did not send the Son into the world to condemn the world, but in order that the world 
might be saved through him.” 

God’s Word for Today                                                                    Pastor Trent Zeitler 

 



Hymn ELW 412      “Come, Join the Dance of Trinity”  
 
1 Come, join the dance of Trinity, 

before all worlds begun— 
the interweaving of the Three, 
the Father, Spirit, Son. 
The universe of space and time 
did not arise by chance, 
but as the Three, in love and hope, 
made room within their dance. 
 

2 Come, see the face of Trinity, 
newborn in Bethlehem; 
then bloodied by a crown of thorns 
outside Jerusalem. 
The dance of Trinity is meant 
for human flesh and bone; 
when fear confines the dance in death, 
God rolls away the stone. 
 

3 Come, speak aloud of Trinity, 
as wind and tongues of flame 
set people free at Pentecost 
to tell the Savior's name. 
We know the yoke of sin and death, 
our necks have worn it smooth; 
go tell the world of weight and woe 
that we are free to move! 
 

4 Within the dance of Trinity, 
before all worlds begun, 
we sing the praises of the Three, 
the Father, Spirit, Son. 
Let voices rise and interweave, 
by love and hope set free, 
to shape in song this joy, this life: 
the dance of Trinity. 

Text: Richard Leach, b. 1953 Music: English folk tuneText © 2001 Selah Publishing Co., Inc. www.selahpub.com All rights reserved. 
Used by permission. Music: Public Domain  CCLI Song #5033940 
 
Prayers of God’s People 
 
Lord’s Prayer                          

Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us: 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done on 
earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses as we 
forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from 
evil. For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. 
Amen.                                               
 



Blessing 
 
The blessing of God, 
who provides for us, feeds us, and journeys with us, 
+ be upon you now and forever. 
Amen. 
 
Sending 
 
Go in peace.  Be led by the Spirit.  Share the Good News. 
Thanks be to God… and we will!!! 

Hymn ELW 673    “God, Whose Almighty Word”  
 
1 God, whose almighty word 
 chaos and darkness heard 
 and took their flight: 
 hear us, we humbly pray, 
 and where the gospel day 
 sheds not its glorious ray, 
 let there be light. 
 
2 Christ, who once came to bring, 
 on your redeeming wing, 
 healing and sight; 
 health to the troubled mind, 
 sight where illusions blind; 
 oh, now to humankind 
 let there be light. 
 
3 Spirit of truth and love, 
 life-giving, holy dove, 
 speed forth your flight; 
 move on the water's face 
 bearing the lamp of grace, 
 and in earth's darkest place 
 let there be light. 
 
4 Holy and blessed three, 
 glorious Trinity, 
 Wisdom, Love, Might: 
 boundless as ocean's tide, 
 rolling in fullest pride, 
 through the earth, far and wide, 

let there be light. 
Text: John Marriott, 1780-1825, Music: Felice de Giardini, 1716-1796 Text & Music: Public Domain; license holder onelicense.net and 
CCLI Song #4077581 
 


