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Pastor Judy Deckert 

Prelude Music             “Battle Hymn of the Republic”   Peggy Odegaard 
                    arranged by Mark Hayes      
 
Welcome                   
  
Prayer of Preparation 

Almighty God to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from whom no 
secrets are hid: cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, 
that we may perfectly love you and worthily magnify your holy name, through Jesus 
Christ our Lord.  Amen. 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy 
Spirit be with you all. 

Prayer of the Day 

Let us pray. 
You are great, O God, and greatly to be praised. You have made us for yourself, and 
our hearts are restless until they rest in you. Grant that we may believe in you, call 
upon you, know you, and serve you, through your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and 
Lord.  Amen. 

First Reading:  Zechariah 9:9-12 
9Rejoice greatly, O daughter Zion! 
Shout aloud, O daughter Jerusalem! 
Lo, your king comes to you; 
triumphant and victorious is he, 
humble and riding on a donkey, 
on a colt, the foal of a donkey. 
10The king will cut off the chariot from Ephraim 
and the war horse from Jerusalem; 
and the battle bow shall be cut off, 
and he shall command peace to the nations; 
his dominion shall be from sea to sea, 
and from the River to the ends of the earth. 
11As for you also, because of the blood of my covenant with you, 
I will set your prisoners free from the waterless pit. 
12Return to your stronghold, O prisoners of hope; 
today I declare that I will restore to you double.  

 



Psalm:  Psalm 145:8-14  
8The LORD is gracious and full of compassion, 
slow to anger and abounding in steadfast love. 
9LORD, you are good to all, 
and your compassion is over all your works. 
10All your works shall praise you, O LORD, 
and your faithful ones shall bless you. 
11They shall tell of the glory of your kingdom 
and speak of your power, 
12that all people may know of your power 
and the glorious splendor of your kingdom. 
13Your kingdom is an everlasting kingdom; your dominion endures throughout all ages. 
You, LORD, are faithful in all your words, and loving in all your works. 
14The LORD upholds all those who fall 
and lifts up those who are bowed down. 

Second Reading: Romans 7:15-25a 
15I do not understand my own actions. For I do not do what I want, but I do the very 
thing I hate. 16Now if I do what I do not want, I agree that the law is good. 17But in fact it 
is no longer I that do it, but sin that dwells within me. 18For I know that nothing good 
dwells within me, that is, in my flesh. I can will what is right, but I cannot do it. 19For I do 
not do the good I want, but the evil I do not want is what I do. 20Now if I do what I do 
not want, it is no longer I that do it, but sin that dwells within me. 

  21So I find it to be a law that when I want to do what is good, evil lies close at 
hand. 22For I delight in the law of God in my inmost self, 23but I see in my physical body 
another law at war with the law of my mind, making me captive to the law of sin that 
dwells in my body. 24Wretched man that I am! Who will rescue me from this body of 
death? 25aThanks be to God through Jesus Christ our Lord!  

Gospel: Matthew 11:16-19, 25-30 

[Jesus said:] 16“To what will I compare this generation? It is like children sitting in the 
marketplaces and calling to one another, 
7‘We played the flute for you, and you did not dance; 
we wailed, and you did not mourn.’ 
18For John came neither eating nor drinking, and they say, ‘He has a demon’; 19the 
Son-of-Man came eating and drinking, and they say, ‘Look, a glutton and a drunkard, a 
friend of tax collectors and sinners!’ Yet wisdom is vindicated by wise deeds.” 

  25At that time Jesus said, “I thank you, Father, Lord of heaven and earth, because 
you have hidden these things from the wise and the intelligent and have revealed them 
to infants; 26yes, Father, for such was your gracious will. 27All things have been handed 
over to me by my Father; and no one knows the Son except the Father, and no one 



knows the Father except the Son and anyone to whom the Son chooses to reveal the 
Father. 

  28“Come to me, all you that are weary and are carrying heavy burdens, and I will 
give you rest. 29Take my yoke upon you, and learn from me; for I am gentle and 
humble in heart, and you will find rest for your souls. 30For my yoke is easy, and my 
burden is light.” 

 

God’s Word for Today       Pastor Judy Deckert 

HYMN #742   “What A Friend We Have In Jesus”  

1 What a friend we have in Jesus, 
 all our sins and griefs to bear! 
 What a privilege to carry 
 ev'rything to God in prayer! 
 Oh, what peace we often forfeit; 
 oh, what needless pain we bear-- 
 all because we do not carry 
 ev'rything to God in prayer! 
  
2 Have we trials and temptations? 
 Is there trouble anywhere? 
 We should never be discouraged-- 
 take it to the Lord in prayer. 
 Can we find a friend so faithful 
 who will all our sorrows share? 
 Jesus knows our ev'ry weakness-- 
 take it to the Lord in prayer. 
 
3 Are we weak and heavy-laden, 
 cumbered with a load of care? 
 Precious Savior, still our refuge-- 
 take it to the Lord in prayer. 
 Do your friends despise, forsake you? 
 Take it to the Lord in prayer. 
 In his arms he'll take and shield you; 

you will find a solace there.   

“What a Friend We Have in Jesus” Text: Joseph Scriven Music: Charles C. Converse, Public Domain CCLI 
Song # 27714  
 
 
 

 



Prayers of God’s People 

Although distant from each other, we are called to join together to pray for our needy 
world. Please respond to the conclusion of each petition with the words, “in mercy, 
receive our prayer.” 

We pray for your Spirit to continue to guide the Church in raising up leaders. In 
recognition of the 50th Anniversary of the Ordination of Women this past week, we give 
thanks for the leadership of the women who have followed the call to ordained ministry. 
Strengthen the church through the diverse gifts women bring to serve the body of 
Christ.  O God, you are gracious and full of compassion: in mercy, receive our 
prayer. 
 
We pray for the well-being of creation. Grant renewal to the air, the waters, and the 
lands. Save the animals whose natural habitat is threatened by climate change or 
human carelessness, and direct us toward sustainable living.  O God, you are gracious 
and full of compassion:  in mercy, receive our prayer. 

We pray for the nations. Keep the world from war. Pave the way for just elections. 
Protect citizens from the designs of tyrannical rulers. Uphold our courts. Guide our 
national and state governments in finding ways to redress the wrongs of racism and to 
ensure equality for all.  O God, you are gracious and full of compassion: in mercy, 
receive our prayer. 

We pray for those who are sick and suffering. Console the fearful, feed the hungry, 
house the homeless, shelter the run-aways. Heal the many who are newly afflicted with 
the coronavirus, and guide researchers in discovering a vaccine. Visit the sick and lift 
up those whom we now name aloud: 

Rusty (Allen), Riley (A), Lindsay (A), Sandy (Anderson), Trudy (Berkhahn), Nancy 
(Bontempo), Shirley (Brandt), Karen & Del (Brewer), Dennis (Buckingham), Eugene 
(Clark), Danielle (Davis), Diane (Duncan), Barbara (Foster), Mike (Grainger), Ruth 
(Grainger), Joanne (Huhta), Cindy & Terry (Kinney), Ellie (Krull), Harold (Larsen), 
Judy (Larson), Judy (LaVine), Natalie (Markham), Francine (Meyer), Ken (Overland), 
Jodi (P), Michelle (Raasch), Mary Lee (Riddle), Matthew (Roque), Alice (Roque-
Angermeier), Troy (Schiesser), Eric (Thorson), Dorothy (Twiton), Kari (Uetz), Aubrey 
(W), Laddie (Watson), and Jeanine.   

O God, you are gracious and full of compassion: in mercy, receive our prayer. 

We pray for infants and young children, that they be carefully tended. We pray for 
teens, that they find patience throughout the pandemic. We pray for school boards, 
that they find solutions for the fall semester. We pray for the unemployed, that they find 
jobs. We pray for medical workers, that they remain healthy. We pray for the aged, 
especially those in care facilities, that they find companionship in your presence.  O 
God, you are gracious and full of compassion: in mercy, receive our prayer. 



We pray finally for ourselves. Show us that the yoke of faith is easy; may we find our 
rest in you.  O God, you are gracious and full of compassion: in mercy, receive our 
prayer. 

Receive these prayers, O God, for the sake of him who bore the heavy yoke for us, 
Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.  Amen. 

Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray:  

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come, Thy 
will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and 
forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead 
us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom and the 
power and the glory forever and ever. Amen.  

Blessing and Sending 

The Lord bless you and keep you; the Lord make his face shine upon you, and be 
gracious to you; the Lord lift up his countenance upon you, ☩ and give you peace. 

Amen. 

Go in peace.  Lay down your heavy burdens.  Find rest in Jesus Christ.  
Thanks be to God…and we will!!! 
 
HYMN  #768   “Lead Me, Guide Me”  	
 
1 I am weak and I need Thy strength and power,  
   To help me over my weakest hour. 
   Let me through the darkness Thy face to see, 
   Lead me, oh Lord lead me. 
 
Chorus 
   Lead me, guide me along the way, 
   For if you lead me I cannot stray. 
   Lord, let me walk each day with Thee. 
   Lead me, oh Lord lead me. 
 
2 Help me tread in the paths of righteousness. 
   Be my aid when Satan and sin oppress. 
   I am putting all my trust in Thee: 
   Lead me, oh Lord lead me. 
 
Chorus 
   Lead me, guide me along the way, 
   For if you lead me I cannot stray. 
   Lord, let me walk each day with Thee. 



   Lead me, oh Lord lead me. 
 
3 I am lost if you take your hand from me, 
   I am blind without Thy light to see. 
   Lord just always let me they servant be, 
   Lead me, oh Lord lead me. 
Chorus 
   Lead me, guide me along the way, 
   For if you lead me I cannot stray. 
   Lord, let me walk each day with Thee. 
   Lead me, oh Lord lead me. 
 
“Lead Me, Guide Me”, text and music Doris Akers, ©1953. All rights administered by Unichappell, Inc. All rights 
reserved. Used by permission CCLI License #20597422 
 


