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Pastor Trent Zeitler Presiding with Bishop Anne Edison-Albright Preaching 
Welcome and Announcements  
 
Prelude                                                 “Open Up Your Heart   Peggy Odegaard                     

By: Stuart Hamblen  

Greeting 
 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with us 
all.   

Amen. 

Prayer of the Day 

Let us pray.  Almighty God, the transcendent light of your truth shines from the mountaintop into our 
hearts. Transfigure us by your beloved Son, and illumine the world with your image, through Jesus 
Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 
forever.   

Amen. 

First Reading:  2 Kings 2:1-12 
1Now when the LORD was about to take Elijah up to heaven by a whirlwind, Elijah and Elisha were on 
their way from Gilgal. 2Elijah said to Elisha, “Stay here; for the LORD has sent me as far as Bethel.” 
But Elisha said, “As the LORD lives, and as you yourself live, I will not leave you.” So they went down 
to Bethel. 3The company of prophets who were in Bethel came out to Elisha, and said to him, “Do you 
know that today the LORD will take your master away from you?” And he said, “Yes, I know; keep 
silent.” 
4Elijah said to him, “Elisha, stay here; for the LORD has sent me to Jericho.” But Elisha said, “As 
the LORD lives, and as you yourself live, I will not leave you.” So they came to Jericho. 5The company 
of prophets who were at Jericho drew near to Elisha, and said to him, “Do you know that today 
the LORD will take your master away from you?” And he answered, “Yes, I know; be silent.” 6Then 
Elijah said to him, “Stay here; for the LORD has sent me to the Jordan.” But Elisha said, “As 
the LORD lives, and as you yourself live, I will not leave you.” So the two of them went on. 7Fifty men 
of the company of prophets also went, and stood at some distance from them, as they both were 
standing by the Jordan. 8Then Elijah took his mantle and rolled it up, and struck the water; the water 
was parted to the one side and to the other, until the two of them crossed on dry ground. 
9When they had crossed, Elijah said to Elisha, “Tell me what I may do for you, before I am taken from 
you.” Elisha said, “Please let me inherit a double share of your spirit.” 10He responded, “You have 
asked a hard thing; yet, if you see me as I am being taken from you, it will be granted you; if not, it will 
not.” 11As they continued walking and talking, a chariot of fire and horses of fire separated the two of 
them, and Elijah ascended in a whirlwind into heaven. 12Elisha kept watching and crying out, “Father, 
father! The chariots of Israel and its drivers!” But when Elisha could no longer see Elijah, he grasped 
his own clothes and tore them in two pieces. 

Psalm 50:1-6 
1The mighty one, God the LORD, has spoken; 
calling the earth from the rising of the sun to its setting. 



2Out of Zion, perfect in its beauty, 
God shines forth in glory. 
3Our God will come and will not keep silence; 
with a consuming flame before, and round about a raging storm. 
4God calls the heavens and the earth from above 
to witness the judgment of the people. 
5“Gather before me my loyal followers, 
those who have made a covenant with me and sealed it with sacrifice.” 
6The heavens declare the rightness of God’s cause, 
for it is God who is judge. 

Second Reading: 2 Corinthians 4:3-6 
3Even if our gospel is veiled, it is veiled to those who are perishing. 4In their case the god of this world 
has blinded the minds of the unbelievers, to keep them from seeing the light of the gospel of the glory 
of Christ, who is the image of God. 5For we do not proclaim ourselves; we proclaim Jesus Christ as 
Lord and ourselves as your slaves for Jesus’ sake. 6For it is the God who said, “Let light shine out of 
darkness,” who has shone in our hearts to give the light of the knowledge of the glory of God in the 
face of Jesus Christ. 

Gospel: Mark 9:2-9 
2Six days later, Jesus took with him Peter and James and John, and led them up a high mountain 
apart, by themselves. And he was transfigured before them, 3and his clothes became dazzling white, 
such as no one on earth could bleach them. 4And there appeared to them Elijah with Moses, who 
were talking with Jesus. 5Then Peter said to Jesus, “Rabbi, it is good for us to be here; let us make 
three dwellings, one for you, one for Moses, and one for Elijah.” 6He did not know what to say, for 
they were terrified. 7Then a cloud overshadowed them, and from the cloud there came a voice, “This 
is my Son, the Beloved; listen to him!” 8Suddenly when they looked around, they saw no one with 
them any more, but only Jesus. 
9As they were coming down the mountain, Jesus ordered them to tell no one about what they had 
seen, until after the Son of Man had risen from the dead. 

God’s Word for Today                                                                      Bishop Anne Edison-Albright 

Hymn ELW 815 “I Want To Walk As A Child Of The Light”   
 
1 I want to walk as a child of the light. 
 I want to follow Jesus. 
 God set the stars to give light to the world. 
 The star of my life is Jesus. 
 
Refrain 
 In him there is no darkness at all. 
 The night and the day are both alike. 
 The Lamb is the light of the city of God. 
 Shine in my heart, Lord Jesus. 
 
2 I want to see the brightness of God. 
 I want to look at Jesus. 
 Clear Sun of righteousness, shine on my path, 
 and show me the way to the Father.  Refrain 
 



3 I'm looking for the coming of Christ. 
 I want to be with Jesus. 
 When we have run with patience the race, 
 we shall know the joy of Jesus.  Refrain 
 
Text & Music: Kathleen Thomerson © 1970, 1975; onelicense.net song #123319 
 
Prayers of God’s People 

On this last Sunday after Epiphany, let us offer our prayers for the church, the world, and all people in 
need, responding to each petition with the phrase, “hear our prayer 

O God of light, we pray for communities of faith around the globe, for our own congregation, for those 
who serve by ministering to others, and for all Christians who cannot gather for communal worship. 
Show us your face in the darkness, and speak your word of power to all the faithful.  

Lord, in your mercy, 
hear our prayer.  

O Morning Star, we pray for the earth, for life forming in the dark earth and ocean depths, for 
creatures seen and unseen, and especially for the animals whose natural habitats have been 
damaged or destroyed by humankind’s misuse of your good creation. Give us your Spirit’s guidance 
in our stewardship of the planet. 

Lord, in your mercy, 
hear our prayer.  

O Sun of righteousness, we pray for our nation’s elected leaders and for all who work for justice in our 
land. Give them integrity in service and courage to choose what is right. We pray for all citizens of this 
country, that prejudice cease, that violence be averted, and that resentment and hatred be 
transformed into compassion and love for one another. 

Lord, in your mercy, 
hear our prayer.  

Beautiful Savior, we pray for all who suffer from Covid-19, for medical workers, and for all who await 
the vaccine. We pray for those who have lost their jobs and can’t pay their bills, for those 
experiencing homelessness in the bitter cold of winter, for those who will go to bed hungry tonight, 
and for those enduring domestic abuse. We pray for all who are ill, for all who receive no medical 
care, and for those we name here before you: . . . Rusty (Allen), Riley (A), Lindsay (A), Trudy 
(Berkhahn), Nancy (Bontempo), Shirley (Brandt), John (Breider), Karen & Del (Brewer), Dennis 
(Buckingham), Eugene (Clark), Danielle (Davis), Mike (Grainger), Ruth (Grainger), Joanne (Huhta), 
Cindy & Terry (Kinney), Ellie (Krull), Judy (Larson), Natalie (Markham), Janet (Mettelmann) 
Francine (Meyer), Ken (Overland), Jodi (P), Elaine (Roalkvan), Matthew (Roque), Alice (Roque-
Angermeier), Troy, Deanna, Lexi, & Laci (Schiesser), Eric (Thorson), Dorothy (Twiton), Kari (Uetz), 
Aubrey (W), Mike (Zolnosky), and Jeanine.  Heal them with your loving might. 

Lord, in your mercy, 
hear our prayer.  

Love divine, we pray for those who especially on this Valentine’s Day feel lonely, for those who are 
abandoned, and for those who must live apart from their dear ones, especially for the children 
separated from their parents at our nation’s border. Embrace all who are alone with your care. 

Lord, in your mercy, 
hear our prayer.  



Shine, Jesus, shine, and also on your people.  Receive the petitions of our hearts. 

Lord, in your mercy, 
hear our prayer.  

We remember before you all who have died in the faith. Be with us in our every darkness, until at our 
end we join with the saints in your everlasting light. 

Lord, in your mercy, 
hear our prayer.  

O holy Trinity, Creator of Light, Light of Light begotten, and Revealer of Light, receive our praise and 
hear our prayers, for the sake of the one who dwells among us, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 
Amen. 

Lord’s Prayer                          

Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us: 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done on 
earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses as we 
forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from 
evil. For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. 
Amen.                                               
 
Blessing and Sending 
 
God the creator strengthen you; 
Jesus the beloved fill you; 
and the Holy Spirit the comforter + keep you in peace.  
Amen. 
 
Go in peace.  Be the light of Christ. 
Thanks be to God….and we will!!! 
 
Hymn ELW 836 “Joyful, Joyful We Adore Thee” 

 
1 Joyful, joyful we adore thee, 
 God of glory, Lord of love! 
 Hearts unfold like flow'rs before thee, 
 praising thee, their sun above. 
 Melt the clouds of sin and sadness, 
 drive the gloom of doubt away. 
 Giver of immortal gladness, 
 fill us with the light of day. 
 
2 All thy works with joy surround thee, 
 earth and heav'n reflect thy rays, 
 stars and angels sing around thee, 
 center of unbroken praise. 
 Field and forest, vale and mountain, 
 flow'ry meadow, flashing sea, 
 chanting bird, and flowing fountain 
 call us to rejoice in thee. 



 
3 Thou art giving and forgiving, 
 ever blessing, ever blest, 
 wellspring of the joy of living, 
 ocean-depth of happy rest! 
 Thou our Father, Christ our brother, 
 all who live in love are thine; 
 teach us how to love each other, 
 lift us to the joy divine! 
Words & Music: Public Domain; Text: Henry van Dyke; Music: Ludwig van Beethoven 
 


